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ArT. 6291. 


Effects of Consanguinity on the Breeding of Domestic Animals. 
—Debate on Exophthalmic Gottre.—Premature Artificial 
Delivery.—Interesting Case of Transfusion of Blood after 
Parturition. 


The Academy of Sciences is still engaged in the investiga- 
tion of the question of the perils of consanguineous marriages, 
and Mr. Boudin maintains the accuracy of the statistical figures 
objected to by Mr. Isidore, the chief Rabbi of the Paris Con- 
sistory. The Academy, on the other hand, heard with interest 
Mr. Beaudouin, who brought forward a communication intended 
to throw some light on the history of the effects of con- 
sanguinity on the breeding of domestic animals. 

The facts adduced by the author are the result of persevering 
observation continued during a period of twenty-two years on 
a flock of three hundred merino sheep, in which for that space 
of time breeding has been carried on, without the adjunction 
of any other male or female individuals whatever. Under 
these circumstances, Mr. Beaudouin has had ample oppor- 
tunity of watching the effects of consanguineous intercourse, 
in every degree of relationship. By this method he 
has suceeeded in constituting a breed possessed of all the 
qualities he was desirous of preserving, and of others which 
he was anxious to develope, and which enjoys, moreover, re- 
markable health and vigour. Neither the earlier nor the later 
generations have ever been subject to any particular disease. 
The barrenness, conceded by Mr. Child as one of the results 
of consanguineous unions, does not appear to have struck Mr. 
Beaudouin, who has, however, found an annual average of six 
per cent. of subjects in whom one testis only existed, or in 
whom both glands remained concealed within the abdomen. 
Some few instances of barrenness of females were also noted, 
but in smaller proportion. The double births averaged 5 per 
cent., and in 1859, when twin-births were unusually plentiful 
everywhere, they amounted to 7 per cent. in Mr. Beaudouin’s 
flock. Albinism, which has been frequently alluded to in all 
the statistical returns recently brought forward, did not occur 
once ; but, on the contrary, several instances of melanism were 
observed here and elsewhere. No case of monstrosity was 
noted, and the proper conformation of the animals far from 
degenerating, improved in a remarkable manner. 

At a former meeting, Mr, Sanson stated as the result of care- 
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fully-conducted inquiries on the same subject, that with regard 
at least to domestic animals, the alleged bad effects of con- 
sanguineous intercourse are not borne out by observation. Mr. 
Beaudouin is very much of the same opinion, but he thinks, 
however, that the position assumed by Mr. Sanson is of too 
general a character, and that his statement admits of some re- 
servation, and would have his entire concurrence were it 
limited to the assertion that the alleged disadvantages have no 
foundation in fact, “ when the consanguineous intercourse has 
taken place between picked individuals.” 

We are inclined to believe that this restriction, already pro- 
pounded in Mr. Child’s paper, will meet with the approval of 
all sensible persons ; Mr. Flourens, who entirely coincides in 
this view, also agrees with Mr. Beaudouin, in acknowledging 
the large share which must be conceded to the will of man on 
the results effected. 

“The problem of consanguinity,” said he, “is most intri- 
cate, and observers who view the question from different 
points of distance can readily be imagined to adopt conclusions 
in appearance conflicting, but yet equally legitimate. Their 
errors are but the result of an attempt to generalise their 
inferences by wandering from the data of the problem. It is 
obvious, for instance, with respect to domestic animals, the 
breed of which it is desirable to preserve and improve, that 
consanguineous intercourse is almost indispensable ; yet their 
reproduction is not left to chance, and the animals are 
selected for their strength and perfection of form. These 
principles do not obtain in consanguineous marriages, and we 
cannot, therefore, be surprised if the results are ditierent. 
The agriculturist is well aware that for animals, not only the 
qualities, but the defects of the parents can be reproduced and 
exaggerated by coupling. We are ignorant of the origin of the 
beagle, but we are well acquainted with the history of short- 
legged sheep—a race which in some countries has been propa- 
gated, because it was deemed advantageous to possess animals 
incapable of escaping from enclosures. An accidental deformity 
of one individual was thus reproduced at first in a few only 
of his descendants, and subsequently in the entire progeny.” 

Ave similar results attainable in the human kind, and are the 
same laws of hereditary transmission applicable to man and to 
the brute species? These are the questions to be inquired into. 
But even admitting this to be the case, and that it were further 
possible always to unite in marriage parents in the most 
perfect state of physical development, it would still be rash 
to assume that the extinction of deafmuteness, shown to be 
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one of the frequent consequences of the union of relatives, 
would be the consequence. Yet, if we recollect the undis- 
puted fact that scrofula exercises a considerable amount of 
influence on diseases of the ear and on acccidental deafness, 1t 
may not appear unreasonable to admit that consanguineous 
unions, from which the scrofulous element shall have been 
carefully excluded, will be less liable than other marriages to 
give rise to a deaf and dumb progeny. 


— Acase of Exophthalmic goitre was related to the Academy 
of Medicine on the Ist of April, 1860, by Dr. Hiffelsheim, 
and in December of the same year the late lamented Dr. Aran 
read a comprehensive memoir on the same subject. Both 
these papers were referred to a committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Bouvier, Baillarger, Chatin, and Trousseau, and about a month 
ago Mr. Trousseau, in the name of his colleagues, reported on 
the question. 

Art. 5949, 5950, and 5964 of the present Journal will supply 
our readers with all the information attainable in the present 
state of the question. ‘They will find that, despite the careful 
inquiries instituted on the subject, and the many names 
bestowed on the affection, the intimate nature of this singular 
disease is yet a mystery. 

In subjects afflicted with exophthalmic goltre, or, as Mr. 
Trousseau calls it, Graves’ disease, the attention of the observer 
is at once arrested by a symptomatic triad, or threefold group 
of symptoms, consisting of— 

1. The marked protrusion of the eye-balls ; 

2. The enlargement of the thyroid gland ; 

3. The visible pulsations of the heart and arteries. 

A fourth element should be superadded—-viz., chloro-anemta. 
The coincidence of these various morbid conditions is patho- 
gnomonic, and any one of the first three, detected alone, must 
suggest the idea of inquiring into the presence of the others. 
‘When the disease is of long standing,” says Mr. Woillez, in 
his Dictionary of Medical Diagnosis, “the history of the case 
shows that the cardiac or arterial throbbings, the hypertrophy 
of the thyroid, and the exophthalmos, equally mark the inci- 
pient stage at the same time that anemia steadily progresses. 
The morbid increase of vascular or cardiac pulsation, when 
sufficient to be detected by ocular inspection, is an infallible 
sign which, even existing alone, reveals the true nature of the 
disease ; but it acquires its full value only when coupled with 
hypertrophy of the thyroid.” These phenomena present some 
interesting particulars of a secondary nature. According to 
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Stokes, the pulsation of the radiai artery is always feeble, 
even though the throbbing of the carotids may at the same 
time be extremely violent ; and Mr. Charcot states that the 
abdominal aorta is lable, like the blood-vessels of the neck, 
to become the seat of energetic pulsation, and also the super- 
ficial thyroid arteries. ‘The principal arteries present distinct 
purring tremor on palpation, and the stethoscope reveals the 
existence of a rough and continuous swelling souffle. In some 
instances, but not invariably, the extent of the dulness of the 
precordial region is increased. It is further proper to notice 
the absence of fever and the preservation of the function of 
nutrition, except in advanced organic disease, which termi- 
nates fatally—.e., in one case out of every foar. 

The debate which followed did not throw on the nature and 
treatment of exophthalmic goitre more light than the report 
itself. Messrs. Bouillaud and Beau, however, imparted some 
shght information on the etiology of the disease. Mr. Bouillaud 
has observed twenty-one cases, and the patients appear to have 
almost invariably been boys, girls, or young women who pre- 
sented the signs described by Tissot and Lallemand as charac- 
teristic of sexual, and especially of solitary indulgence. Hence 
he is disposed to trace exophthalmic goitre to the anemia con- 
sequent on this cause of exhaustion. Mr. Beau, on the other 
hand, adduced instances which show the influence of deep, 
irremediable grief on its production. It is therefore probable 
that the affection may especially result from physical or mental 
agencies of a depressive and enduring character, and that it 
differs from chloro-anemia but by the development of special 
symptoms, the predominance of which has not yet received 
any satisfactory explanation. 


— Mr. Salmon, one of the candidates for the vacant seat 
in the section of Obstetrics at the Academy, read a paper on 
various indications of the induction of premature labour by 
means of the uterine douche, and on the best method of 
performing the operation. 

The author conceives that premature delivery should be 
resorted to, by this procedure, whenever one or more previous 
labours, at the full period, have been fatal to the child or dan- 
gerous for the mother. The uterine douche is a direct stimu- 
lant of the womb ; its influence is first apparent on the os 
uteri, which contracts before the body of the organ, and the 
contraction of the muscular structures of the viscus is followed 
by their relaxation. During this period the fibres of the 
fundus and body continue to act on the orifice and effect its 
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dilatation. In Mr. Salmon’s opinion, this procedure determines 
phenomena closely analogous to those by which nature prepares 
natural parturition. ‘Three douches a day, each of twenty 
minutes duration, rapidly induce premature delivery ; when 
labour has distinctly set in, it is generally proper to lacerate 
the membranes. At the conclusion of his paper, Mr. Salmon 
remarks that of all the objections brought forward against the 
use of the douche, none has been less demonstrated by ex- 
periment than the possibility of the introduction of air, at the 
same time with water, into the uterine sinuses. 

The subject to which Mr. Salmon addresses himself is one 
of much interest, and undoubtedly one of the most important 
recent introductions into obstetrical practice. 

At the Hospital of the School of Medicine we witnessed, 
within the last few days, the application, for the same pur- 
pose as that for which the douche is resorted to, of an India- 
rubber tube and ball, invented by Mr. Tarnier, an appliance 
which proved remarkably successful in the cases of two 
patients lying in the wards. Mr. Blot, who temporarily 
replaces Mr. Dubois, succeeded some time since, with this 
instrument, in delivering of a living child the sister of a 
fellow-practitioner, who in a former pregnancy had been com- 
pelled to undergo a fearful operation of cephalotrity. The bene- 
ficial effects of the method are such as to claim admiration, 
and we cannot sufficiently express our surprise at the system- 
atic opposition of Gardien, Capuron, and other eminent pro- 
fessors of midwifery, to the practice of premature artificial 
delivery, erroneously confounded by them with abortion, which 
they refused to countenance under any circumstances what- 
ever. Neither did they distinguish it from forcible delivery, 
and this was equally unjust. In premature artificial labour, 
induced by the douche or the India-rubber ball, the surgeon 
merely gives the first impulsion, after which nature effects the 
remainder, whereas in forcible delivery the surgical inter- 
position must continue uninterrupted to the end. We shall 
revert to the subject, and reproduce Mr: Blot’s remarks on the 
felicitous results we have above alluded to. 


—— Transfusion of blood is not a new operation, but it has 
so seldom been successful, that it is not inexpedient to record 
the instances which now and then have a prosperous termina- 
tion. The Deutsch Klinick, published on the 7th of June, 
1862, a case of the kind which had a favourable issue. The 
patient was a woman recently delivered, in whom the various 
hemostatics had in vain been resorted to to check profuse 
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flooding. Syncope, refrigerationof the extremities, absence of 
arterial pulsation, and altered countenance, denoted impend- 
ing death, when Dr. Weickert, who communicates the case, 
determined on attempting transfusion of blood. . 
The blood was supplied by a son of the sufferer, a vigorous 
“lad of seventeen. ‘The median vein of the left arm of the 
dying woman was in the first place exposed, in the extent of 
one inch, and dissected from its attachments ; a trochar was 
then inserted into the bloodvessel, and the syringe was 
adapted to the canula of the instrument. A thread was, 
moreover, placed beneath the vein, and raised so as to press 
the latter against the tube: whenever a sudden movement of 
the sufferer compelled the surgeon to discontinue the injec- 
tion. Dr. Weickert employed Martin’s apparatus, and being 
above all anxious to prevent coagulation, he extracted from 
the veins of the boy, on each occasion, only the quantity 
strictly necessary to fill the syringe: this precaution had, 
however, an unexpected result, which very nearly proved 
fatally prejudicial. After two or three aspirations, correspond- 
ing to as many abstractions of blocd, the lad fainted, and in 
order to complete the operation, it became necessary to have 
recourse to a female neighbour of healthy appearance, who 
obligingly consented to sacrifice a portion of her blood to save 
her friend. The patient soon recovered consciousness, and 
was promptly restored to perfect health. | 
This felicitous result is especially remarkable, inasmuch as 
the operator was unable to prevent the coagulation, which he 
so much dreaded. Not only did the blood partially curdle 
while the piston descended in the barrel of the syringe, but it 
began to concrete in the vase into which it flowed from the 
vein, although both syringe and recipient had been previously 
heated to the same temperature. Mr. Jaccoud, who discusses 
the case with much sagacity,(a) remarks, with reason, 
that the course adopted by Mr. Weickert was calculated to 
defeat his object, and to promote coagulation. The experi- 
ments instituted by Hunter, Hewson, and Scudamore, fully 
demonstrate the fact ; and it seems established beyond con- 
tradiction that the temperature most favourable to coagulation 
is that of the animal from whom the blood has been removed. 
Davy’s researches show, on the other hand, that at 32° Fahr. 
the formation of the clot is delayed one hour. Mr. Jaccoud 
does not, of course, assume that the blood to be injected into 
the veins of a subject whose natural temperature is about 100° 


(a) Gazette Hebdomadatre, August 8, 1862. 
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should be reduced to freezing point, but as the most favourable 
limit is not yet known, he conceives that it should be sought 
for experimentally, and that the surgeon should not blindly 
obey precepts founded on mere routine. 


Art. 6292. 
HOSPITAL OF LA CHARITE. 
(MR, BEAU’S WARDS.) : 


Metritis & Congressu. — Uterine Hemorrhage; Rhue and 
Savin.—Uterine Disease giving rise to Deceptive Morbid 
Phenomena.—Puerperal Gonorrhea.— Hysteria and Mania 
Cured by Cauterisation of the Os Uterr. 


A girl, aged seventeen, was admitted into Mr. Beau’s wards, 
suffering from pain in the pelvic region, and lumbo-abdominal 
neuralgia radiating towards the stomach. This condition had 
suddenly set in, and had acquired a degree of intensity so 
considerable, that she had been compelled immediately to apply 
for medical assistance. On inquiry it was ascertained that for 
some time the patient had led a loose life, and Mr. Beau pro- 
nounced the case to be one of metritis consequent on excessive 
sexual indulgence. 

The disease is not unfrequent, and is generally dissembled 
under the polite name of inflammation. ‘The sufferers do not 
deceive themselves as to its cause, which they sometimes 
sincerely acknowledge ; and in this respect Mr. Beau's patient 
was perfectly candid. Another instance of the same kind was 
observed last year in the wards, in a prostitute of vigorous 
constitution, who after excessive venereal intercourse, was 
suddenly seized, while in perfect health, with excruciating 
pelvic pains, and was subsequently affected with peri-uterine 
hematocele, a complaint which many observers have met with 
under analogous circumstances. This form of hematic tumour 
Mr. Bernutz designates as hematocele a venere tmmoderati ; 
it generally terminates in resolution, and, in the opinion of this 
author, originates in some part of the Fallopian tube, or de- 
pends, according to Mr. Beau, on inflammation of the peri- 
toneal surface of the uterine system. 

Metritis & congressu, when attended with hemorrhage, pre- 
sents some, resemblance to abortion; but examination per 
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vaginam removes all doubt as to the diagnosis, the os uteri 
being open in the latter and closed in the former. 

The disease is not always destitute of danger, and Mr. 
Tardieu has related, in the Annales d’ Hygiene (July, 1851), 
two instances of death consequent on immoderate sexual in- 
dulgence ; one observed in a young woman three weeks after 
marriage, the other in a Jewess who expired after a mad revel 
with some students. In both cases, extravasation of blood 
was detected in the pelvic region of the peritoneum. But 
such fatal occurrences are fortunately unusual, and almost 
invariably, as in traumatic inflammation, metritis a congressu 
subsides in a short time under the influence of perfect rest, 
cupping, and baths. 


— It may even occur that the external hemorrhage—a fre- 
quent complication of congressive metritis—yields to antiphlo- 
gistic measures; but it the flooding be profuse or obstinate, 
special treatment may be necessary : and we may, therefore, here 
allude to a somewhat singular method already noticed in the 
present journal (Art. 5565), and applicable to the hemorrhage 
consequent on abortion, as well as to that which has been in- 
duced by immoderate intercourse. 

A short time since, a young woman, aged twenty, was ad- 
mitted into hospital for hzemorrhagic metritis of eighteen days’ 
standing. The cause was well known, and Mr. Beau trusted 
that mere repose would effect a cure; but as his hopes in this 
respect were disappointed, he prescribed savin powder, a 
remedy which he considers supremely efficacious in cases of 
the kind. A pill containing one grain of savin was exhibited 
daily, and on the third day the flooding was arrested, and the 
patient was enabled to rise and walk in the wards ; the next 
morning she exercised in the garden, and was soon dismissed 
in a pérfectly satisfactory condition. 

Savin was at the same period exhibited to a woman suffering 
from severe pain in the pelvic region, attended with flooding. 
One pill was prescribed. On the next day the hemorrhage 
was checked, but it returned in the evening with aggravated 
pain. A blister relieved the latter, and two pills were taken ; 
a complete cure was thus effected in the course of three days. 

The remedy proved equally efficacious in a third case of 
flooding consequent on abortion. The patient was a youn 
woman who for a fortnight had uninterruptedly lost blood, | 
and presented the characteristic serous pallor resulting from 
hemorrhage, and some of the nervous symptoms usually 
attendant on this condition. On the 19th of July, one savin 
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pill was exhibited, and on the 20th, the flooding was arrested, 
but it returned in consequence of imprudent exercise in the 
wards. ‘Two pills were exhibited on the 2st, and the flood- 
ing decreased; the same treatment was persevered in for a few 
days, when the patient, who had repeatedly walked in the 
garden without suffering a relapse, was discharged from hospital. 

Savin is, therefore, a valuable hemostatic. Before hecom- 
ing acquainted with its virtues, Mr. Beau acknowledges that 
he often experienced considerable difficulty in the management 
of uterine hemorrhage. Some years ago he was induced to 
try the remedy in metritis accompanied by flooding, and in 
seven cases he succeeded perfectly in effecting the desired re- 
sult. He prescribes at first a pill of one grain of the medicine, 
and if in the course of two or three days this dose is found 
insufficient, he administers one pill night and morning, a 
quantity which it has never been necessary to exceed. In 
some instances, however, the hemorrhage persists, and Mr. 
Beau has recourse to another remedial agent, rhue, the action 
of which is to that of savin as ipecacuanha is to tartar emetic. 
When, therefore, the two savin pills are inefficacious, he pre- 
scribes one grain of rhue without any other adjuvant. This 
very simple method is, nevertheless, one of the safest and 
most powerful that can be resorted to under the circumstances, 


— Like the stomach, the womb is the centre of impressions, 
which are propagated to the entire system, and give rise to 
symptoms, the true origin of which not unfrequently escapes 
the attention of the observer. 

To begin with the morbid manifestations arising in the parts 
nearest to the original seat of the nervous disturbance, we 
may mention certain excruciating pains of the anus and 
bladder, as likely to mislead the practitioner. A patient, 
suffering from metritis and hemorrhage, had been cured by 
the use of the pills, which we have but just alluded to; but 
she experienced, at the same time at the orifice of the intestine, 
intolerable agony, which persisted in spite of all remedies, 
occasioned the distressing tenesmus of dysentery, and gave 
rise, with each motion of the bowels, to the protracted pain 
usually coincident with fisswra in ano. It was an instance of 
tenesmus uncomplicated by dysentery, a podalgia without 
fissure ; in short, a reflex neuralgia of the womb. A super- 
ficial ulceration was detected on the cervix ; Mr. Beau resorted 
to cauterisation, and when the ulceration healed, the pain and 
tenesmus both disappeared altogether. 

Mr, Michon has met with a case in which the womb exer- 
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cised a similar injurious influence on the bladder, and induced 
symptoms closely resembling those which might be the result 
of the presence of a calculus. But the error was soon dis- 
pelled : calculus is of rare oecurrence in women. The cervix 
was inspected, and an ulceration discovered, which Mr. Michon 
cauterised three or four times, anda perfect cure of the vesical 
pains was thus promptly effected. | 

We recently saw a young woman who had been confined a 
short time before, and who complained of intense pain during 
the passage of water, and as the abdomen was tender on 
pressure above the pubes, cystitis might have been presumed 
to exist. Here, again, the uterus was in fault, and when the 
metritis subsided, the dysuria also disappeared. 

In other instances, lumbo-abdominal neuralgia is a frequent 
concomitant of uterine disease, simulates inflammation of the 
peritoneum, and the treatment appropriate for the latter, fails 
in relieving the pain. Examination of the vagina and uterus 
reveals the real origin of the symptoms. 

Their cause may be metro-vaginitis or a circumscribed affec- 
tion of the cervix. 

Metro-vaginitis is frequently the unsuspected origin of a 
host of neuralgic, dyspeptic and nervous symptoms. Mr. 
Beau describes, as occasionally coincident with the puerperal 
condition, a kind of gonorrhoea entirely unconnected with 
venereal disease, which may induce phenomena analogous to 
those here alluded to, and in most cases evades detection, 
When any doubt exists in this respect, it is therefore extremely 
important to examine the organs of generation ; it is not all, 
however, to discover the presence of puerperal gonorrhea. 
Discharges of this nature are extremely obstinate, and may 
last twelve months or more, the puriform character of the 
secretion being preserved by the contact of the mucous sur- 
faces. In simple metro-vaginitis, a cure is usually effected 
with astringent injections, and cauterisations ; but here it is 
necessary to have recourse, in addition, to the use of plugs 
Which separate the parts, and may also serve as a useful 
means of conveyance of certain medicinal agents, such as alum 
and tannic glycerine. 

The question of uterine influences is inexhaustible, and can 
but be glanced at in a clinical conference. Let us, however, 
say, in concluding our remarks, that whenever the womb 
suffers, the stomach speedily suffers likewise ; hence morbid 
phenomena so varied and so different that the original cause 
of the mischief may easily be lost sight of in the midst of its 
manifold effects. 
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We adduce, in illustration, two instances which deserve 
attention. 

When, at the beginning of the present year, Mr. Beau took 
charge of Mr. Briquet’s wards, he found amongst the other 
patients a woman whom that gentleman had unavailingly 
treated for twelve months for hysteria. Mr. Briquet con- 
ceives with Georget that this disease is entirely unconnected 
with any morbid condition of the womb ; in this case, for 
once, Mr. Briquet was in error. Mr. Beau having fruitlessly 
prescribed Valerian baths, inspected the organs of generation, 
and ascertained the presence of gonorrhceal metro-vaginitis. 
This was the cause of the symptoms which it was urgent to 
remove. The task was by no means easy, but was at last 
accomplished by dint of perseverance ; and the subsidence of 
the nervous symptoms showed that the uterus is not always 
without influence on the production of hysteria. 

The same connection may be traced in certain cases of 
mania, and the instance we will now record is invested with 
considerable pathogenic and therapeutic interest. 

The patient was a female servant, who applied for advice to 
Mr. Beau for mental disturbance. She appeared sad, her eyes 
were wild, and she was subject to hallucinations of the organs 
of hearing. The woman was admitted into the wards, and on 
inquiry into the causes of her melancholy, she stated that she 
had been confined twelve months previously, that her husband 
had left her, and that she suffered from intense jealousy. Under 
these circumstances the lochial evacuations had continued for 
a long time ; the stomach then became engaged, appetite dis- 
appeared ; shé had lost flesh in consequence of this form of 
dyspepsia; ansemia and debility followed. Ina weak-minded 
person with, perhaps, a hereditary predisposition to intellec- 
tual derangement, insanity had thus been the natural conse- 
quence of the threefold influence of the brain, stomach, and 
womb. Examination with the speculum was at once resorted 
to, and a deep ulceration was discovered on the inferior 
labium of the os uteri. The sore was repeatedly touched with 
caustic, an invigorating diet was prescribed, and in a short 
time the mental disturbance disappeared. Itis not impossible 
that, in consequence of the existing predisposition, the symp- 
toms may relapse ; but it is to be hoped that if the physical 
improvement endures, the mental disturbances will not return. 


— 
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ArT. 6298. 
HOSPITAL LARIBOISIERE. 


(MR. CHASSAIGNAC'S WARDS.) 


Treatment of Fistula in Ano during the Progress of Con- 
sumption. 


The popular notion that it is useless to attempt the cure of 
fistula in ano in cases of distinct tuberculosis, does not deserve 
to be set aside with disdain. This opinion has been shared in 
by surgeons of the highest eminence, and we conceive it a 
duty to devote to this subject an article, the principal ele- 
ments ef which are borrowed from Mr. Chassaignac’s lectures 
and practice. (a) 


(a) Most of the adversaries of the operation, performed under the 
circumstances alluded to, support their views on traditional data 
rather than on their personal experience. The opinions prevalent 
on the subject may, however, be classed under different heads, and 
we must, for the sake of equity, reproduce those, at least, which are 
most generally known. 

“In some cases,” says Boyer, “ the suppression of the discharge 
of a fistula might accelerate the progress of another disease which it 
is important to retard as much as possible. In consumptive sub- 
jects, for instance, the cure of the sinus seems to have hastened 
the advance of the pulmonary affection, despite the issues opened 
for the purpose of replacing the suppuration of the fistula.” 

In the works of Vidal (de Cassis), with annotations, Mr. Fano, a 
surgeon of the modern school, adopts the same view as Boyer. He 
is of opinion that it is improper to operate in cases of the kind, and 
that the surgeon’s interference should be limited to the dressing of 
the tract. 

Mr. Velpeau also objects to the performance of the operation in 
cases of consumption, but he defends his opinion on diiferent and 
more practical grounds. 

“The expediency of non-interference,” says he, “is justified not 
so much by the aggravation of the principal disease as a conse- 
quence of the closing of the sinus, than by the impossibility of 
effecting cicatrisation after operation. The wound remains soft, 
flabby, and the suppuration is inexhaustible.” 

The Presse Médicale Belge (May 12, 1861,) publishes an article, 
by Mr. Thiry, of Brussels, which concludes with the following 
remarks :— 

“Tn cases of tuberculosis, fistula in ano is generally of tubercular 
origin, and is produced and kept open by heterogeneous deposits, 
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Many surgeons and physicians, recently remarked Mr. 
Chassaignac, consider the coexistence of pulmonary consump- 
tion as a peremptory objection to the operation for jistula in 
ano; but if we reflect on the origin of this opinion, and on 
the grounds on which it has been adopted, we find but argu- 
ments resting more or less directly on mere hypothesis. This 
theoretical view, which has passed into a sort of dogma, and 
has been reproduced by most authors without further inquiry, 
represents fistula as a sort of counter-irritant or issue, the 
suppression of which in chronic disease is usually injudicious. 


“ Asa symptom of consumption, sinuses, whatever be their seat, 
are useful emunctories, established by nature for the expulsion 
from the system of the morbid products. 

“ Fistula in ano, when of a tubercular nature, does not weaken 
the constitution. 

“Tt cannot be compared, however, in its agency to blisters or 
issues, being closely connected with and emanating from the 
peculiar condition of the system.. 

“In consumptive subjects, not only is it improper to divide such 
sinuses, but it is clearly the practitioner's duty to produce them, 
and prevent them from closing. 

“The operation always hastens the fatal termination of con- 
sumption, at whatever period of the disease it may have been per- 
formed.” 

Mr. Fergusson says (Practical Surgery, p. 732) :-—“The coincidence 
of fistula with diseases of the lungs is often remarkable. I need 
scarcely state that a surgeon would seldom be justified in inter- 
fering with a sinus under such circumstances.” 

These opinions are in no wise shared in by Messrs. Jobert (de 
Lamballe), Nélaton, and Chassaignac. 

Mr. Jobert has often inveighed in his lectures against the tradi- 
tional precept which forbids surgical interposition when the sinus 
coincides with consumption in the same subject. The professor of 
the Hétel-Dieu deems that in phthisis, any local suppuration must 
prove injurious, and the gravity of fistula in ano is chiefly derived 
from the fact that the secretion is a further cause of debilitation. 
In phthisis, he conceives that all emunctories whatever tend to 
exhaust the patient and to aggravate his condition, and he is unable 
to conceive, how under any circumstances, artificially induced or 
spontaneous suppuration can possibly be beneficial in tuberculosis. 

It is, moreover, says the Professor, an acknowledged fact that no 
connection can be traced between the anal and the pulmonary 
affections. Finally, and this is Mr. Jobert’s most powerful argu- 
ment, he has operated in a considerable number of cases of con- 
sumption, and the healing of the sinus has always been serviceable. 

Mr, Nélaton takes the same view of the subject. In many in- 
stances, the fistula is a cause of pain, suppuration, and debility, the 
prompt removal of which alone can give any chance of treating 
with success the pulmonary symptoms.—THE Epitor. 
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Now, Mr. Chassaignac demands what series of carefully- 
observed cases can be adduced in support of such an opinion ? 

Fistula in ano is more frequent in consumptive subjects 
than is generally supposed. Messrs. Andral and Louis in 
800 cases have, it is true, observed it twice only, but as Mr. 
Nélaton discerningly observes, this insignificant average is due 
to the fact that physicians are consulted for tuberculosis, and 
not for fistula, whereas the contrary is the case with surgeons. 
Now surgeons on the average meet with sinuses once in twenty 
patients affected with pulmonary consumption. Mr. Chas- 
_saignac himself has frequently seen jistulo in ano in phthisis, 
and he has invariably found that this complication, far from 
being advantageous, was, on the contrary, highly injurious, 
indeed, as dangerous, as might be an extensive bed-sore. The 
causes which most powerfully promote the formation of 
tubercular deposits are undoubtedly physical and mental 
agencies of a depressive and debilitating nature. It is an 
acknowledged fact, assented to by the most eminent authors, that 
individuals weakened by any circumstance whatever, are espe- 
elally liable to the development of tuberculosis. Pulmonary 
disease is the result of two morbid influences, the first of which 
is anemia, and the second, the special diathesis. If, therefore, 
the operation of these agencies which induce anemia is pre- 
vented, the manifestation of the tubercular diathesis will like- 
wise be averted or considerably attenuated. But one opinion 
now prevails in this respect, and it is the certainty we have 
acquired of the correctness of this view that induces us to pre- 
scribe restoratives and tonics in the shape of cod-liver oil, 
cinchona bark, chloride of sodium, iodide of iron, invigorating 
diet, &c., remedies which often ameliorate the position of the 
patient, and may even effect a cure by restoring the digestive 
powers, and awakening the activity of the nutritive process. 
But it is not enough to prescribe a reparative mode of treat- 
ment ; if any permanent cause of debility is present it must 
as far as possible be contended with,—a remark which 
naturally leads us to the consideration of natural or artificial 
emunctories. 

It was formerly a universal custom to establish an issue in 
the arm of every individual, in whom the persistency of 
bronchitis induced an apprehension of the development of 
tubercles. Observation and common sense have since caused 
this injudicious practice to be abandoned. Suppuration, as it 
has been truly said, is a cause of suppuration, and this morbid 
secretion is intensely exhausting. In many instances the mere 
suppression of an issue, or of a permanent blister, has restored 
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flesh to emaciated subjects, and notably relieved the thoracic 
symptoms for which this unwise method had been resorted to. 

These remarks apply to fistula. Clinical inquiry does not 
show the efficacy or necessity of this artificial emunctory, but, 
on the contrary, demonstrates that it causes debility by its 
double influence on the mind and body of the patient. 

It is more especially since the substitution of the écraseur 
for the bistoury in the performance of the operation that Mr. 
Chassaignac has been enabled clinically to test the imnocuous- 
ness and advantages of the cure of fistula in consumption. 
The section of the sinus with the knife leads not unfre- 
quently to untoward consequences, such as heemorrhage, 
erysipelas, and sometimes even puriform absorption, and these 
results might possibly supply an explanation of the reluctance 
with which many distinguished practitioners consent to use 
the bistoury. The écraseur averts all these perils, and the 
division of the tract with this instrument is one of the simplest 
and most inoffensive of all surgical proceedings. Mr. Chas- 
saignac does not, of course, venture to assert that it cannot 
give rise to any accident, but he has never met with any, and 
if any unfavourable complications were to follow the use of the 
écraseur, it would assuredly be due to some pre-existent visceral 
disease of a latent character, or to an extreme degree of weak- 
ness, which should have been considered as a counter-indica- 
tion to surgical interference, especially under unsatisfactory 
hygienic circumstances, such as too frequently occur in hos- 

itals. 

“Whether the fistula be a simple tract, or consist of many 
sinuses, Mr. Chassaignac applies indiscriminately the écraseur, 
and in cases of consumption he has never once met either with 
the impossibility of cicatrisation mentioned by Mr. Velpeau, nor 
with any general or local complication calculated to aggravate 
the condition of the patient. 

In conclusion, so far from viewing the coexistence of 
phthisis as a counter-indication to an operation for the cure of 
fistula in ano, Mr, Chassaignac considers it as supplying an 
additional and imperative reason to proceed to its performance. 
He cannot agree in the opinion that suppuration established 
on some point of the surface of the body can be serviceable in 
pulmonary consumption, nor can he approve of the practice 
of placing issues on the thoracic integument. He adopts, on 
the contrary, the views of those who contend that every cause 
of exhaustion promotes the development of tubercular disease, 
and, therefore, unhesitatingly proceeds with as little loss of 
time as possible to the removal of sinuses which can be but an 
unfavourable complication. 
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ART, 6294. 
HOSPITAL SAINTE. EUGENIE, 
(MR. BOUCHUT’S CLINICAL oman 
Practical Remarks on Rachitis. 


Three or four little girls over two years of age, who cannot 
yet walk, are at present inmates of Mr. Bouchut’s wards. The 
inability to walk is one of the signs of rickets, the complaint 
with which children are affected. Rachitis, in Mr. Bouchut’s 
opinion, is identical with mollities ossiwm, from which it 
differs only by modifications resulting from differences of age ; 
but in childhood, as in the adult, the affection consists in a 
diminution of the earthy constituents of bone, followed in 
infancy by arrest of growth, and, more or less, considerable 
deformity. 

The persistency of the fontanels and the tardy evolution of 
the teeth mark the incipient stage of rickets. The swelling of 
the joints and incurvation of the shaft of the long bones 
characterise the second stage, and complete or general rachitis 
is indicated by the accession to these symptoms of inability to 
stand and walk, with pain and softening of the bones. 

The French expression noué (knotted), popularly applied to 
ricketty children, is accurately descriptive of their condition. 
The extremities of the bones which have become extremely 
porous, are crushed and weighed down by the superincumbent 
pressure of their shaft. 

With regard to the anatomical changes observable in the 
osseous tissue, three periods may be recognised in rachitis, 
characterised by rarefaction, deformation, and condensation, or 
eburnation. Hach period is marked by its peculiar symptoms, 
which are too well known to need repetition. Mr. Bouchut 
considers it important to discriminate idiopathic, from secon- 
dary or symptomatic rachitis. Some infants are born ricketty ; 
the disease may be congenital, and independent of alimenta- 
tion. The professor has observed two cases in point, in which, 
despite the excellence of the nurses, the wealthy circumstances 
of the parents, country air, and the most favourable hygienic 
conditions, rickets appeared in their most unmistakeable form. 
Secondary rachitis can be induced at will. Chossat pro- 
duced the affection in pigeons by feeding them with sub- 
stances destitute of caleareous constituents, the effect of this 
nutriment being to render the bones gelatinous. Mr. Jules 
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Guérin, it is a well-known fact, developed the disease in young 
dogs by separating them from their mother and feeding them 
only on bread and meat, in a dark room. 

Rachitis generally appears between the third and fifteenth 
month, and chiefly results from the exhibition of ¢nappro- 
priate food. The child receives what is called too strong 
nourishment, suitable to a less tender age. Infants should 
take the breast for the first twelve or eighteen months, and 
from the fifth or sixth month, milk and vegetable-soup may 
also be permitted. But it is only in the second year that 
azotised substances should be administered, and even then be 
associated with milk, which for the first two years of life is 
the proper basis of their diet. Rickets can, in general, be 
traced to ignorance or neglect of these rules. Habitation in 
cold, dark, and humid dwellings, deterioration of race, the 
absence of sufficient care, acute disease, promote the develop- 
ment of rachitis; but the causes which operate most power- 
fully on its frequent production are especially noticeable among 
the Paris tradespeople, who send their children to be reared 
cheaply by peasant-women in the country, where the absence 
or insufficiency of good milk, premature weaning, and indi- 
gestible food, consisting of milk-porridge, ill-cooked vegetables, 
farinaceous diet, and stringy veal or beef, soon disturb the 
gastric functions, give rise to chronic enteritis, impair the 
nutritive process, and bring about the most fatal consequences. 
In many cases, indeed, where the disease has made but little 
progress, a return to more wholesome nutriment, such as milk, 
pap, vegetable-soup, eggs and butter, combined with the action 
of good air and exposure to the sun, have alone effected a 
‘eure. 

Under all circumstances, the treatment of rachitis must have 
a twofold object—viz., to arrest the progress of the softening 
of the bones, and to take all the precautions calculated to avert 
permanent deformity. 

In young children at the breast, it is sometimes proper to 
change the nurse for one presenting all desirable qualities, 
and the infant should be suckled up to the age of twelve or 
fifteen months. Cow’s milk, milk soups, panada, a little 
sweetened wine-and-water should be exhibited in addition to 
the nurse’s milk, and neither broth nor meat-soup be allowed, 
these articles of food being more appropriate for older and 
stronger children. It is further necessary to place the little 
patient in good air, and to expose him to the sun. Appetite 
will thus be restored, together with the functional activity and 
vigour of the system, which can never be acquired in the shade, 
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or in the confined and often tainted atmosphere of an apart- 
ment. 

Cod-liver oil must be viewed as the true specific of rickets. 
Of all the remedies supplied by the Materia Medica, this is 
undoubtedly the most efficacious for the cure of the disease 
under consideration. It promptly checks the morbid changes 
of the bones, and children who could neither stand nor walk 
without pain, are sometimes enabled by its use, in the course 
of three weeks, to walk from chair to chair without any sign 
of distress. The temper undergoes corresponding improve- 
ment; sadness and melancholy are replaced by a desire for 
amusement and play. Mr. Bouchut exhibits the oil in half- 
ounce doses, and gradually increases this amount to an ounce, 
an ounce and a-half, and even two ounces, whether it be taken 
pure, or mixed with twice the amount of simple syrup. Mr. 
Bouchut agrees with Professor Trousseau in preferring the 
brown to the pale oil, which cannot be depurated without 
injury to its therapeutic virtues. If cod-liver oil is unattain- 
able or rejected by the stomach, dogfish or skate-oil, oil of 
almonds, poppy oil, butter and cream, are useful substitutes. 
Mr. Bouchut has also found benefit from the administration of 
the fat of ham, of milk, and of goose-grease. 

Phosphate of lime in doses of one, two, and four grains 
four or five times a day, has also been prescribed in this affec- 
tion, on grounds purely speculative, and with the object of 
restoring to the bones the calcareous substance wasted by the 
complaint. The human system does not, however, always 
accommodate itself to this kind of treatment, and disease 
persists despite the most ingenious surmises of the chemist. 
The remedy may nevertheless be tried, and in order to facilitate 
its absorption, Mr. Bouchut recommends that the phosphate be 
associated with the carbonate of lime as follows : 


BR Calcis carbonat., ij. ; 
Calcis phosphatis, 3j. 5 
Saccholactin, Zuj. 


M. About thirty grains to be taken with each meal. 

The muriatic acid supplied by the stomach, and the lactic 
acid of the saccholactin, combine with the lime, while the 
albuminous salts contained in the food increase the solvency 
of the phosphate. 

Daily baths of a quarter or half-an-hour’s duration, in water 
containing from one to three pounds of bay-salt, are also a 
useful accessory of the treatment. 

With regard to the deformations, the children should not be 
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permitted to walk while the bones are still soft, but be allowed 
to roll on the gravel or carpet. In bed, the limbs should be 
stretched in the metallic wire cradles which have lately come 
into common use, or be merely encased in pasteboard splints 
supported with a roller. When a cure of rachitis has been 
effected, any attempt at straightening would be injurious, and 
in this respect, the practitioner should not forget the precepts 
laid down by Boyer, Rieherand, and Astley Cooper, who abso- 
lutely reject all mechanical interference with deformed limbs 
during the stage of eburnation. 


MEDICAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


~~ Art. 6295.—PoprireaL ANnuRismM CureD BY FLExion.— 
The treatment of aneurism by flexion of the extremities is 
possessed of so attractive a degree of simplicity, that we can- 
not resist the temptation of recording its successful applica- 
tions, and of offering our congratulations to the skilful 
observers with whom the method has originated. We are, 
therefore, happy to reproduce the following letter, especially 
as the case related therein having been confirmed by results 
attained in England, cannot be looked upon in the light of 
an exception, destitute of practical interest : 

“Str,—The June number of your Journal contains (Art. 
6246) an appreciation of Mr. Hart’s paper on the treatment 
of aneurism by flexion of the extremities. I take the liberty 
of forwarding an abstract of a case of popliteal aneurism 
in which I was so fortunate as to effect a cure by this method ; 
the full particulars were published at the time in a scientific 
periodical, which has been since discontinued, the eho 
Médical, of Neufchatel. 

“Tn the month of June, 1857, I was requested by my friend, 
Dr. Chossat, to visit with him a gentleman in whom he had 
discovered the existence of aneurism of the popliteal artery ; 
the case, in his opinion, called for active surgical interposition. 
The patient was a man, aged sixty-one, who for some months 
had been affected with a gradually increasing and painful 
tumour in the left popliteal space. A swelling, somewhat 
larger than the closed hand, occupied that region a little 
above its middle ; it was the seat of distinct throbbing and 
expansion, souffle was present, and pressure exercised i the 
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femoral artery over the pubes caused the pulsation, expansion, 
and souffle to cease without, however, in any perceptible degree 
diminishing the size of the tumefaction; no doubt could, 
therefore, exist as to the nature of the case. 

“J yemarked while imparting certain movements to the 
leg, that the pulsations became less distinct in proportion 
as I increased the degree of flexion of the extremity, and I 
ascertained that, when the knee was bent to the utmost, the 
throbbing and souffle entirely ceased. This circumstance 
which I repeatedly noted, suggested the idea of thus arresting 
the circulation in the aneurism before attempting any opera- 
tion. I therefore caused an apparatus to be constructed in 
the shape of a leather cap, laced at the side in order to enable 
the surgeon to increase gradually the constriction, and destined 
to fix the leg and thigh in a flexed attitude ; its shape re- 
sembled that of the paper which envelopes a loaf of sugar. 

“This very simple apparatus was found unendurable by the 
patient. After two days, he declared that he preferred death . 
to the torture inflicted on him, and especially complained of 
the necessity of absolute immobility in bed. Being, however, 
reluctant to relinquish an experiment from which I expected 
good results, I prevailed on the subject to modify as follows 
the arrangement of the bandage intended to secure a sufficient 
degree of flexion of the limb: The entire leg was placed in a 
sort of long stirrup constructed with a small table-cloth, sup- 
ported by a strap which rested on the opposite shoulder, and 
the patient was directed to keep his knee as much bent as 
possible, to move as little as he could, and on no account to 
remove the dressing at night. These orders were strictly com- 
plied with; he left Geneva, and returned to the country, 
where he faithfully kept on the apparatus for eighteen or 
twenty days and nights. In a few days he observed a marked 
decrease in the pulsations of the tumour, and when the stirrup 
was removed altogether, they had entirely ceased. During the 
treatment he had moved about in his apartment like a man 
recovering from amputation. The tumour gradually diminished 
in size, and when I again examined the case on the 12th of 
June of the ensuing year, I found in the popliteal space 
naught but a hard nodus of the size of a pigeon’s egg, in which 
no throbbing was perceptible. A complete cure had evidently 
been effected. 

“The above is a brief abstract of the case. I make no 
doubt that Mr. Hart was entirely unacquainted with it, and 
that he, perhaps, was unaware even of the. existence of the 
Echo Meédical, in which the fact was recorded in September, 
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1858, twelve months previously to the publication of his own 
memoir on the subject. A comparison of dates settles, how- 
ever, indisputably in my favour the question of priority, and 
shows that the first cure of a popliteal aneurism by flexion of 
the limb was not effected in England. 
Tu. Mavnorr, M.D. 
Geneva. 


SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANEA. 


Art. 6296. Tae ALKALINE TREATMENT IN RHEUMATIC 
Frver.—As a supplement to our recent remarks on the efficacy 
of the alkaline treatment in rheumatic fever, we present our 
readers with a few extracts from a paper forwarded by Dr 
Charcot to the Gazette Hebdomadaire. 

Mr. Charcot states that Dr. Vulpian, and himself jointly, 
undertook at the Hétel-Dieu, and at Lariboisiére, a series of 
experiments with a view of testing the results obtained by 
Messrs. Garrod, Dickinson, and Jaccoud. The rules laid down 
by Mr. Garrod for the exhibition of the alkaline carbonates 
were complied with. But instead of the bicarbonate of potash 
recommended by the London Professor, these gentlemen had 
recourse to the bicarbonate of soda. The following was the 
prescription :— 


B Sode bicarbonatis, 3]. ; 
Aquee, Oij. 


For a solution, six table-spoonfuls to be taken every two 
hours, day and night. The dose was increased to an ounce and. 
a quarter in severe cases. The treatment was entered on im- 
mediately on the admission of the patient, or the next morn- 
ing, and was uninterruptedly persevered in throughout the 
entire duration of the illness, and even for two or three days 
after the entire cessation of the fever and articular pains. 

Seventeen cases (men 5, and women 12) were thus treated for 
rheumatic fever by Messrs. Vulpian and Charcot ; in all, several 
joints were affected. In most instances, the intensity of the 
disease was moderate, but in four the symptoms were remark- 
ably violent. In all, the duration of the rheumatism appears 
to have been notably abridged, and averaged 12 days in 
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the milder cases, the alkaline treatment having been continued 
for five or six days, and three weeks in the worst cases, in which 
the treatment occupied 12 or 15 days. Messrs. Vulpian and 
Charcot bear witness, moreover, to the perfectly harmless cha- 
racter of the medication, whatever the dose of the remedy. 

Although the taste of the medicine is far from pleasant, yet 
it was taken without much repugnance, and caused no vomit- 
ing or diarrheea. It rapidly imparted alkaline reaction to the 
urine, and the amendment of the symptoms steadily kept pace 
with the gradual saturation of the system. In none of the 
patients were any cardiac complications observed, and conva- 
lescerce was rapid, although the considerable loss of flesh 
noticed in many instances after the protracted use of alkaline 
compounds was here distinctly apparent. 

Mr. Charcot, in conclusion, states that, in a recent visit to 
London, he witnessed in Mr. Garrod’s wards the simultaneous 
exhibition of sulphate of quinine and of bicarbonate of potash. 
This combination, doubtless, produced the best effects ; but as 
the doses of quinine prescribed appear to have been large, we 
do not clearly discern the utility of the association, sulphate of 
quinine, with the sole drawback of expense, being pre-emi- 
nently the most efficient remedy in rheumatic fever. 


Art. 6297. Ponypt or THE Uretura In THE Mare Sus- 
gect.—Although more frequent in the female, polypus of the 
urethra also occurs in the male subject, and has carefully been 
described by Mr. Velpeau. ‘“ Man,” says the Professor, “ is 
also liable to this kind of polypus, two specimens of which 
are in my possession, one consisting of three small excrescences, 
barely equal in size to a barleycorn, and the polypi are much 
smaller in the second instance, which I observed in the case of a 
young Englishman. They all were inserted close to the meatus, 
and no relapse took place after their removal by excision or 
erushing. ..... ” (Operative Surgery, second edit.) A third 
instance has been related to the Society of Surgery, by Dr. 
Beyran, and its particulars are recorded in a recent number of 
the Union Médicale. 

The patient was a young man, aged twenty-six, who had 
never been affected with venereal disease, but who presented 
the condition usually termed hypospadias. Up to the year 
1860, the excretion of urine had been perfectly free, but at 
this period it became gradually more and more difficult. As 
stricture was suspected to exist, bougies were introduced, but 
with no other effect than to add severe pain to the obstruction. 
The treatment was merely confined to baths, and matters were 


( 405 ) Arr, 6298. 


én statu guo when, in February 1861, Mr. Beyran examined 
the case, and discovered, besides the unnatural situation of the 
urethral orifice, a perforation of the duct at a short distance 
from the meatus, lined internally with soft, scarlet, and highly 
vascular granulations, of the size of a pea. They bled on the 
slightest contact, and were attached to the mucous membrane 
by an extremely narrow pedicle, They were four in number 
two on each side of the aperture. A probe was inserted with 
some difficulty into the perforation, and reached the meatus, 
which was also obstructed by the presence of three polypi, of 
the size of a barleycorn. The passage of urine was naturally 
much impeded, and the patient complained, in addition, of 
severe pain in the perineum and rectum during erection, and 
more especially during ejaculation, which took place slowly, 
and through the accidental aperture. 

When these polypi are, as in the present instance, accessible 
to instruments, the proper treatment consists in excision with 
curved scissors, followed by reiterated cauterisation with nitrate 
of silver. The operation was thus performed by Mr. Beyran, 
and the duct was dilated by means of flexible bougies smeared 
over with the following pomade, which, in his opinion, is 
possessed of special efficacy in cases of the kind :— 


BR Caiomelanos, ) - : 
Sabine pulv., ees 
Adipis, gij. M. 


The bougies, varying in diameter from two to three lines, 
were for three days in succession inserted and left for twenty 
minutes in the urethra. On the fourth day cauterisation was 
resorted to. These measures were persevered in for a month, 
when the duct was found to have been effectually cleared of 
all obstruction, and Mr. Beyran then directed his attention to 
the treatment of the fistula, the management of which pre- 
sented, as usual, considerable difficulty. However, in the course 
of another month, by dint of paring of the edges, of super- 
ficial cauterisation, and the use of large catheters, the aperture 
was reduced to a mere point, which barely admitted the blunt 
extremity of a probe. 


Art. 6298. Uvriirry oF THE EXHIBITION OF OPIUM AFTER 
THE OPERATION FOR STRANGULATED Hernis.—The Gazette 
des Hépitaux supplies us with the following remarks on the 
utility of small and repeated doses of opium in the after- 
treatment of strangulated hernia :— 

Surgeons are in the habit, after the operation for strangulated 
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hernia, of exhibiting castor-oil, or a saline aperient, in order 
fully to re-establish the freedom of the passage. This prac- 
tice seems rational ; yet Mr. Démarquay and Mr. Monod ad- 
vocate a totally different line of conduct, and present serious 
arguments in opposition to the system generally adopted. 

Immediately after the operation, one-sixth of a grain of 
extract of opium is exhibited to the patient, in the shape of a 
pill, and the dose is repeated every hour for ten hours. Under 
the influence of the remedy, sleep soon follows, unless com- 
plications not directly connected with the incarceration, such 
as peritonitis, supervene and disturb the natural progress of 
the case. These remarks refer, of course, only to those in- 
stances in which the operation has been performed under 
favourable circumstances. 

On the following day, if a natural motion has not taken 
place, a simple enema is resorted to, and the opium pills are re- 
sumed ; chicken-broth and some. pleasant luke-warm diet-drink 
are also prescribed. 

This treatment is persevered in on the third day; on the 
fourth a bottle of seidlitz water (containing 1$ oz. of the 
aperient) is administered in half tumblers every half-hour, 
until the bowels begin to act. 

Two women were recently treated in this manner by Mz. 
Deémarquay with much advantage ; both were suffering from 
incarcerated femoral hernia, and were operated on, one in hos- 
pital, the other in town. No complications, nausea or vomiting 
supervened ; the amount of fever was inoderate, and in a. few 
days food was readily digested, and the wounds healed. 

The following are Mr. Demarquay’ s objections to the old prac- 
tice: the patients in whom the operation is required have 
already suffered for a more or less protracted period, the most 
severe distress, fever, vomiting, and abdominal pain. The vital 
powers may have been so exhausted as to cause considerable 
refrigeration of the system, a fact which Mr. Démarquay has 
ascertained with the thermometer in the human subject, and 
in animals by direct experiment, and ligature of the in- 
testine. Now an aperient exhibited under these’ circumstances 
is often taken with reluctance, and may induce nausea, vomit- 
ing, and some of the symptoms consequent on intestinal 
strangulation. The medicine, moreover, a portion of which 
is retained in the digestive tube, causes peristaltic and anti- 
peristaltic action, when the most perfect repose of the abdo- 
minal viscera is needed; moreover the convolution which 
so recently suffered from pressure, and from the manipulations 
of taxis, cannot but have lost a portion of its strength and 
contractile power ; it admits with difficulty of the transit of 
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the contents of the small intestine. Hence other morbid 
symptoms which the surgeon, in his natural anxiety, may refer 
to peritonitis, or internal obstruction. 

When, on the contrary, the purgative is not rejected by the 
stomach, it often induces in the aged, aperient effects of the 
most injuriously debilitating character. 


Art. 6299.  GonorRH@A; ‘TAR-WATER. ANZSTHETIC 
Action or BromIpE oF Potassium on Mucous MEMBRANEs. 
—The Archives Belges de Médecine Militaire relates several 
cases of gonorrhoea, in which, after the usual remedies had 
proved inefficacious, Mr. Riemslagh, a military surgeon, resorted 
with the greatest benefit to the exhibition of eight or ten 
ounces of tar-water daily. } 

The results obtained by the exclusive administration of this 
remedy exceeded the anticipations of the author. From the 
very first day, marked improvement was observable, the pain 
decreased, the desire to pass water became less frequent, and 
a smaller quantity of puriform matter was found in the urine. 
Tn the course of a week, a complete cure was effected ; no 
other treatment was employed, nor was any change made in 
the diet of the patients. 

Some of the men under treatment for gonorrhea, suffered 
from painful erections, which yielded ina singularly prompt 
manner to bromide of potassium (15 to 30 grains), taken in 
two or three doses in the evening at intervals of one hour. 
The tendency to erection subsided, or at least the concomitant 
pain was removed. 

It is a remarkable fact that the anesthetic effects of this 
drug are not confined to the mucous membrane of the organs 
of generation, but are observable on all the mucous surfaces 
of the body. It has already been ascertained that common 
sensation is so powerfully deadened in the fauces by the use of 
the remedial agent, that Mr. Guersan and other surgeons have 
had recourse to it in order to facilitate the performance of 
staphyloraphy in children. But the same singular pheno- 
menon may also be noticed on the mucous linings of the nose 
and eyes, special sensation being at the same time preserved, at 
least according to Mr. Riemslagh. This gentleman relates a most 
interesting case which will doubtless lead to numerous appli- 
cations, in which the most complete anesthesia of the con- 
junctiva was obtained with the assistance of bromide of 
potassium. 

The patient was a soldier of the Ist. Regt. of Infantry who 
had been wounded in the face by the discharge of a pistol. 
An immense number of particles of gunpowder had penetrated 
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into the skin of the face and eyelids, into the conjunctiva, and 
even into the sclerotic membrane, 

Mr. Riemslagh exhibited the bromide in the evening, and 
next day the insensibility of the conjunctiva was so perfect, 
that the membrane was touched, raised, partially removed, and 
the gunpowder was extracted from the sclerotic itself without 
eliciting the least manifestation of pain. 

Administered in. small doses, in the course of twenty-four hours, 
theremedy, says Mr. Riemslagh, is far less efficacious, probably 
because itis eliminated by the urine. Like quinine, iodide of po- 
tassium, and other drugs, the bromide of potassium should be 
taken in 15 to 30 grain doses in the course of an hour ; its action 
is thus more marked, and itseffects on the mucous textures more 
lasting. 


Art. 6300. Lunar Caustic; A New Preparatrioy.— 
The common pencil of lunar caustic sometimes acts more 
powerfully than the surgeon would desire, and not only modi- 
fies but cauterises the diseased surfaces to which it is applied. 
Mr. Bron, struck with this disadvantage, publishes in the 
ftevue de Therapeutique Médico-Chirurgicale, directions for the 
preparation of a nitrate of silver pencil which has not any 
caustic power; this pencil resembles that recommended by 
Mr. Desmarres in his Treatise on Diseases of the Eyes. 

Dissolve in quant. suff. of distilled water, one part of nitrate 
of silver ; dissolve, on the other hand, one part of nitrate of 
soda in the same quantity of water, mix and evaporate. Place 
the residue in a crucible, and apply heat until gentle fusion is 
effected ; pour into a heated and greased mould. The result 
is a cylinder consisting of a double nitrate of silver and soda. 

The two salts may be associated in various proportions, so 
as to yield a graduated series of pencils of different power. 

Mr. Bron has resorted to the double salt in cases of aphthe, 
of balanitis, of local inflammation of the lower lid, and in all 
cases he found that the desired object was obtained, without 
the acute pain which follows the application of lunar caustic. 


PRESCRIPTIONS AND FORMULAS, 


Art. 6301. Fissura iv Ano.—Although in this disease 
internal remedies are less expeditious than surgical pro- 
cedures, the Medical treatment of fissura in ano is “becoming 
daily more popular ; and as it often proves successful, many 
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of our most eminent surgeons have recourse to forcible dilata- 
tion, or to the use of the knife, only when the injections of 
rhatany have failed in effecting a cure. 

Although the formula of these injections is, doubtless, well 
known to our readers, their unquestionable utility induces us 
to reproduce it. Mr. Nélaton prescribes the following enema 
to be taken night and morning: 


BR Extracti krameriz, piv. ; 
Aque, 31v. 


Mr. Trousseau adds to this solution one drachm of the 
tincture of krameria, an ingredient which, from the facts we 
have observed, does not seem an indispensable adjunct. In 
the case of a lady whom we visited with Professor Nélaton, 
and who suffered from a fissure of some standing, consequent 
on copious leucorrheea, a complete cure was effected in ten 
days with twenty enemas, containing altogether about 34 oz. 
of extract of rhatany. Mr. Trousseau treated with success at 
the Hotel-Dieu, during the year 1861, ten cases of uncom- 
plicated fissure, and in all the pain was entirely removed 
in the course of ten days, and cicatrisation was effected on the 
average in a fortnight. 

It is necessary that the enema should be retained at least a 
quarter of an hour in the intestine, and it should be repeated 
night and morning as long as any pain is experienced when 
the injection is returned. After the suffering has subsided, 
one enema a-day is sufficient, and subsequently, one every 
second day only is required. If the practice were suddenly 
discontinued, the epithelium of the cicatrix would give way. 

This remedy is, therefore, very efficacious, and its power 
cannot be called into question, but other modes of treatment 
may likewise be resorted to ; and if, as Mr. Trousseau believes, 
the primary and principal feature of the disease is not the 
spasmodic contraction of the sphincter, but an irritation of the 
mucous lining of the intestinal orifice, analogous to that which 
causes chaps of the lips, nipple, or vagina, the proper treat- 
ment is obvious in an affection often resulting from intertrigo, 
inflamed hemorrhoids, or lochial, gonorrhceal, or leucorrhceal 
discharges. 

The first prescription must be extreme attention to cleanli- 
ness. Mr. Trousseau recommends lotions with very warm 
water three times a-day, during moderate bearing-down 
efforts. 

As a useful local remedy, we may mention the tris-nitrate of 
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bismuth, mixed into a thin paste with three times its weight 
of glycerine or thick linseed tea, and applied to the seat of 
the fissure. This plan we have frequently found successful in 
cases consequent on labour, or inflammation of hsemorrhoidal 
tumours. . 

Mr. Trousseau prescribes the following preparations for ex- 
ternal use, when the presence of a herpetic or syphilitic taint 
is suspected : 


B. Hydrargyri bichloridi, gr. iij. ; 
Liquoris calcis, 3j. ; 
Aquee ferventis, Ziij. ; 
O 


r 
BR. Hydrargyri bichloridi, Ziiss. ; 
Alcohol rectif., Zvij. 


A tea-spoonful of one or the other of these solutions 
added to two pints of water, to be used in lotions three times 
a-day. 

These compounds may be replaced by the pomades of 
Desault, Régent, of Janin, («) mixed with lard or cerate. 
Nitrate of silver, tincture of iodine, are sometimes useful. 
Chloroform has been used with benefit by Mr. Chapel, but 
this latter appliance is very painful, and has disappointed the 
expectation of the practitioners who have resorted to it in the 
Paris hospitals in every instance, except in those superficial 
fissures which yield to almost any remedy, such as_basilicon 
ointment, and may sometimes be cured by mere attention to 
cleanliness. 


Art. 6302. Dyspepsia. Mr. Perrequin’s Prescrip- 
TIONS.—Mr. Pétrequin considers it a demonstrated fact that 
the alkaline lactates exist naturally in the digestive organs, 
and that dyspepsia in its various forms is referable to an in- 
sufficiency of these compounds in the gastric juices. Hence 
he prescribes in functional disturbances of that viscus, the 
lactates of magnesia and soda in combination with pepsine. 

When the saliva is deficient or acid, a symptom which, in 
combination with sour breath, decayed teeth, and laborious 
digestion points, in Mr. Pétrequin’s opinion, to gastro-intestinal 
disease, the Professor exhibits, before and after meals, two or 
three of the following lozenges, which should be allowed to 


(a) Red precipitate is the chief ingredient of these pomades. 
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melt slowly in the mouth, in order to promote and regulate 
the salivary secretion. 


BR Magnesia lactatis (pulv.), 3ss. 
Sodee Saccharo-lactatis, 
(containing one quarter of its weight of lactate,) 3ij. 
Sacchari, 3xvilj ; 
Mucilaginis Tragacanthee, q.s. 


Divide into lozenges of 15 grains weight containing each 
one grain of lactate of soda and magnesia. 

In acid dyspepsia attended with flatulency, gastralgia, or 
gastrodynia, a few of the same pastilles before or after meals, 
will be found serviceable, but the patient should at the same 
time take the half or the whole of the following powder : 


B Magnesia lactatis, gr. V ; 
Sodee saccharo lactatis, gr. 11. 


When these medicines have failed, Mr. Pétrequin combines 
the use of pepsine, with the exhibition of the alkaline lactates, 
as follows: 


B Sodee saccharo-lactatis, 31) 5 
Magnesiz lactatis, 48s ; 
Pepsine c, amylo, 3ij ; 
Sacchari pulv. 3jj. ; 
Mucilag. Tragacanthe, q. s. 


Divide into lozenges of 15 grains weight, which should be 
rapidly dried, and carefully protected from damp. Each will 
contain two grains of pepsine, and one grain of lactate of soda 
and magnesia. 

We need scarcely say that Mr. Corvisart has been but 
moderately pleased at the liberty taken with his pet remedy, 
pepsine ; he does not agree with Mr. Pétrequin as to the im- 
portance of the alkaline lactates, and the Gazette Hebdomadaire 
publishes a somewhat sharp correspondence on the subject, 
detween the two learned gentlemen ; this purely theoretical 
discussion has not, however, removed any of the clouds which 
obscure the pathology of dyspepsia, and practitioners are still 
doomed to feel their way, and to substitute without any 
apparent reason, alkalies for pepsine, or poplar charcoal for 
either remedy. 


Art. 6303.—Hoopinc-coveH; INHALATION OF A PUL- 
VERISED FLUID CONTAINING HenBanE.—The Revue Medicale 
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informs us that Dr. Fieber of Vienna (Austria), has resorted 
with success to inhalation of the following medicated fluid : 


I. Ext. spirit. seminum Hyosicami, gr. iv. ; 
Ol. olivee, 3ss. ; 
Gum : acacia, Jij : 
Aquee fontis, fZxx. 


The disease had resisted all treatment for nine weeks ; the 
patient was a little girl, aged four, and Mr. Fieber, reflecting on 
the share of the par vagum in the production of the symp- 
toms, selected a drug calculated to act specially on the pneu- 
mogastric nerve, and administered with a portable pulveriser 
the above solution of the extract of hyosciamus ; the operation 
was accomplished with perfect facility, and was continued every 
evening with short intervals of rest for eight minutes, and as 
the child breathed 48 times a minute, each séance consisted of 
384 inspirations. The first inhalation took place on the 23rd, 
and the second on the 24th of April; during the night that 
followed the first attempt, the patient had four paroxysms of 
cough, a number equal to those observed before the treatment 
was instituted ; on the second night, two fits of convulsive 
cough occurred ; on the 25th, the pulverised fluid was again 
inhaled, and only one spasmodic attack followed in the night, 
the same method was persevered in on the 26th and 27th, and 
the nocturnal paroxysms entirely ceased ; the expectoration 
acquired a mucous character, and the other symptoms also 
gradually yielded. 

The method of inhalation, says Mr. Fieber, is rapidly be- 
coming popular in Austria, and the exhibition of the pulverised 
oleaginous solution of henbane, being milk-white, children 
consent without reluctance to the introduction into the respira- 
tory organs of what seems to be merely milk reduced to spray. 


Art. 6304. Hamoprysis.—The Gazette Médicale de Lyon 
publishes the following formula for the preparation of a syrup, 
which Mr. Cazenave, a dispensing chemist of that city, recom- 
mends as extremely useful in pulmonary consumption and 
hemoptysis : 


BR Succi urtice spissati, 
»  Achilleee, 
»,  Plantaginis, 
» ° Nasturtii, 
» Veronica beccabunge, 
»  Ncabiose, 


® 
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Sucei Cichorii intybi., 
»  ‘Laraxaci, 
anit Bellis; 
Tussilaginis, 
»  Herbee acetoselle, 
»  Cherophylh, 
Glechomee, 4 311)8s. 5 
»  Mellis depurati, f 3x1. 
For a syrup. 


This preparation may be taken alone, or used as a sweetener 
of a teacupful of water, or of some tisane. ’ 

The usual dose is three tablespoonsful daily ; one in the 
morning before breakfast, one at noon, and another at night, 
an hour or two before or after a meal. This dose may, if 
necessary, be exceeded, without apprehension. of injury. 





Art. 6305. 
LEARNED SOCIETIES. 


Acapemy oF Scrences.—Mr. Flourens exhibited before the 
Academy the brains of several dogs and rabbits in which 
wounds, inflicted during life, had speedily became protected by 
a solid cicatrix. In other instances, leaden bullets, weighing 
from one to five drachms, were deposited on the surface of the 
encephalon, and although they were borne down by their own 
weight into the cerebral substance, very unimportant disturb- 
ances ensued, except in one case, in which the foreign body 
placed at the back of the cerebellum of a rabbit, perpendicu- 
larly over the pons varolit, induced sudden death from pressure 
of this vital part of the structure. 


_— Mr. Jobert (de Lamballe) read some clinical remarks on. 
the expediency of lithotrity in children. The learned Pro- 
fessor has already, for several years, expressed his partiality 
for the application of the procedure in infancy, because it is 
then safe from the complications frequently met with in adults 
and in the aged, such as strictures of the urethra, affections of 
the prostate gland, diseases of the bladder, &c. Mr. Jobert 
does not, however, close his eyes to the serious difficulties of 
the operation at so tender an age: the greater irritability of 
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children, the difficulty of mastering the voluntary or invo- 
luntary movements of the little patients, and the impossibility 
of making them understand the necessity of submitting to 
painful manipulations, are objections which the Professor is 
fully aware of. They are not, however, insuperable, and Mr. 
Vinci, in pointing out the advantages derivable from the exhi- 
bition of chloroform in such cases, has conferred a lasting 
benefit on surgical science. | 

When the procedure is instituted without the assistance of 
the anesthetic, this irritability of the subject is generally dis- 
tressing ; but as soon as the inhalation begins to take effect, 
calm is restored, the contracted muscular textures relax, and 
the countenance loses all expression of pain. The attempts 
at crushing the caleulus must be repeated at short intervals, 
and each operation be protracted, in order to secure the pul- 
verisation of the stone, and avert the evil consequences of the 
sojourn of foreign bodies in the urethra. Under these urgent 
circumstances, when a large fragment obstructs the duct, it 
must be crushed. 

Mr. Jobert illustrated these remarks by a case which derives 
additional interest from the fact that the subject was in some 
instances placed under the influence of chloroform, and in 
others was operated on without any recourse to the anesthetic. 


— We mentioned among the papers forwarded to the 
Academy on the subject of consanguineous intercourse in man 
and in animals, those communicated by Messrs. Sanson and 
Beaudouin. We have not yet noticed a more recent memoir 
by Mr. Gourdon. : 

The author's object is to show that the doctrine which 
establishes between man and the brute species an analogy from 
which conclusions are derived for or against consanguineous 
intercourse, 18 erroneous. 

“The term amelioration,” says Mr. Gourdon, “has a very 
different meaning when applied to man or to animals. In the 
human race we intend to convey, by that expression, the in- 
crease of the organic powers which concur in the maintenance 
of health and life; but we imply by the same term, in the 
brute species, the highest degree of development of the forms 
and aptitudes best calculated to increase the market-value of 
the animals, or their capacity for labour, even if the result be 
attainable but by injury to their health, or abbreviation of their 
life. 

“ These new faculties, which our necessities induce us fo 
create, vary in the different species. In saleable animals, we 
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endeavour to develop precocity, predominance of the muscular 
system, or of the adipose structures ; a copious yield of milk 
or the production of fine and silky wool; in the race horse, 
extreme fleetness is the object ; these various ends are doubt- 
less useful in some respects, but in a physiological point of 
view, are, nevertheless, deviations from the laws of Nature. 
The Durham ox, the Dishley sheep, the New Leicester hog, 
triumphs of human industry, are viewed with admiration by 
the entire world, and area legitimate source of fortune to 
their proprietors, but are after all unnatural productions, con- 
stituted in opposition to every rule of hygiene, im the strict 
sense of the word. Thus, in these animals, the natural form 
is destroyed, the adipose system is developed beyond measure, 
the growth is so rapid as proportionately to shorten the dura- 
tion of life, fecundity is decreased, and the tendency to 
cachectic disease is augmented. If these are the results of 
in-and-in breeding, they only confirm the opinion of the per- 
nicious influence which has been attributed to this mode of 
reproduction.” : 

Mr. Gourdon concludes with the remark that consanguineous 
intercourse cannot be viewed in the light of a favourable or 
even an innocuous practice; the interpretation of the facts 
observed in animals has been strained, and for all races on the 
contrary, the system is a manifest cause of degeneracy. It is 


sometimes advantageous to have recourse to this mode of 


breeding, as a necessary evil which important interests oblige 
us to endure; but this in no wise diminishes its inherent dis- 
advantages, which can be remedied by discontinuing the 
practice when no absolute necessity compels its adoption. 


This communication was, with all those hitherto forwarded 
on the same subject, referred to a’ Committee (Messrs. Andral, 
Rayer, and Bienaymé), to whom the elucidation of this much 
disputed question has been intrusted. 


Acapemy oF Mupicine.— Mr. Mattei read a paper on 
Impracticable Labour, caused by Occlusion of the Os Uteri. 

After a few historical remarks, the author related the cases 
which have fallen under his personal observation, and laid on 
the table, the particulars of forty instances which have been 
published by various obstetricians. From these data, he drew 
a general description of the disease, and concluded his memoir 
as follows : 

The complete occlusion of the orifices, or cavity of the os 
uteri, may result from the effects of local inflammation, but 
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in most instances (nineteen out of thirty-one), it is the conse- 
quence of the organisation of .the plastic deposits which 
occupy the neck of the womb during gestation, 

This obstruction seldom prevents pregnancy from reaching 
its natural term; it may even sometimes delay parturition, 
and manifest its presence only at the beginning of labour. 
Tt can be detected by examination per vaginam only, and it 
the insertion of one or two fingers is insufficient for the 
purposes of diagnosis, the entire hand must gradually be in- 
troduced. 

The obstruction is sometimes of so compact a character as 
to resist all the efforts of Nature to overcome it during labour ; 
this was observed in thirty-six out of forty-two cases, and 
three women out of the same number died undelivered. When 
some delay in the necessary interference occurred, the death 
of the child was often the result; seven children thus died out 
of twenty-eight, and twice in twenty-nine instances, the mother 
also perished. 

The methods hitherto resorted to for the removal of the 
impediment to parturition, consist in laceration with the nail, 
or female catheter when the density of the obstruction is 
moderate, and in the contrary case the knife or scissors are 
used. 

The bistoury is the instrument most commonly employed, 
but as the surgeon has seldom the advantage of being aided 
in his proceedings by ocular inspection, and as the tissues to 
be divided are highly vascular, hemorrhage is to be appre- , 
hended, and the angles of the wound may, moreover, during 
the efforts of labour give way, and thus dangerously increase 
the extent of the laceration ; it must further be remembered 
that the head of the fcetus rests upon the very parts acted 
upon by the knife, and are more or less exposed to injury ; 
for these various reasons, the bistoury must be used with the 
utmost caution. 

It will, therefore, often be preferable to discard the sharp 
instrument for the common conductor, the point of which 
should be firmly applied, during uterine contraction, to the 
most dependent part of the tumour, or to the os uteri if its 
exact situation can be ascertained. Mr. Mattei who believes 
he is the first who has advocated this plan, conceives that an 
aperture may thus be drilled through the uterine textures, and 
that the dangers inseparable from the use of the bistoury may 
thus be averted. 

— We stated in our introductory article, that Mr. Trousseau 
read a report on the subject of that morbid condition which 
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has been termed exophthalmie goitre, ecophthalinic cacheay, 
Basedow’s disease, &c. Graves was the first who published a 
distinct account of the malady, and Mr. Trousseau proposes 
that the name of the Dublin professor be attached to the 
designation of the disease, a suggestion so far acceptable that 
it does not prejudge the nature of the affection. In former 
numbers of the present Journal, we intimated the opinions 
entertained by Mr. Trousseau as to its pathology and treatment. 
He assumes the proximate cause to reside in an alteration of 
the nervous structures of the vasculo-motor system. “This 
theory,” says he, “allows us to trace the connection between 
the morbid manifestations in the heart, the thyroid and the 
eye-ball, which all point to vascular excitement, and are fol- 
lowed or preceded by other symptoms arising from the sym- 
pathetic system, and supplied by the stomach, the intestines, or 
the organic nervous tissues engaged in the formation of the 
ingredients of the blood.” 

With regard to treatment, Mr. Trousseau expressed. himself 
as follows : 

“The pathologists who view Graves’ disease as a form of 
chlorosis or anemia, have resorted to the exhibition of chaly- 
beates, but further experience has demonstrated the utter in- 
efucacy of these remedial agents. Not only are ferruginous 
compounds and bitter tonics unavailing, but they often dis- 
tinctly accelerate the action of the heart, and the practitioner 
is compelled to discontinue their administration. Observers, 
whose attention was more especially attracted by the enlarge- 
ment of the thyroid, fancied they might find a valuable re- 
source in iodine, but were soon deterred from its use by the 
ageravation of the symptoms, and more frequent return. of the 
paroxysms. On the contrary, when digitalis or colchicum are 
resorted to as sedatives of the extreme irritability of the heart, 
the morbid energy and quickness of the pulse are found to 
subside, the vascular murmurs in the neck and thyroid decrease 
in intensity, the enlarged thyroid shrinks, and the eye-ball 
recedes into the orbit. If this method of treatment is perse- 
vered in, distinct amendment of the secondary symptoms 
speedily follows. These results are therefore favourable to the 
use of digitalis; the heart and large blood-vessels are not, 
however, the only organs which claim the attention of the 
therapeutist. In this disease, the menstrual function is habi- 
tually suppressed, and experience teaches that the spontaneous 
return of the catamenia is always promptly succeeded by 


marked and permanent progress in the health of the patients, 
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whereas so long as that function has not recovered its regu- 
larity, the ameli oration is only temporary. 

“The present remarks illustrate ae importance of the two 
leading indications of treatment, viz.: To allay with digitalis 
the excitement of the vascular system, and to resort, for the 
re-establishment of the uterine functions, to the various means 
of treatment suggested by the age, constitution, habits, and 
hygienic circumstances of each patient, 

“When the above indications have been satisfied, the 
secondary symptoms require but little attention ; the gastric 
and intestinal disturbances, headache, alteration of temper, 
and even fever, in general spontaneously yield after the 
removal of the principal manifestations of the disease.” 

Before concluding, Mr. Trousseau referred to the good effects 
which Mr. Aran and others have derived from the apphcation 
of ice over the heart and thyroid. This remedy promptly 
allays palpitation, and checks the throbbing of the tumour in 
the neck ; but it must be uninterruptedly persevered i in, other- 
wise these distressing symptoms return with increased violence. 
Of all the methods hitherto recommended for exophthalmic 
goitre, hydropathy is that to which the learned reporter is most 
partial. 


This report gave rise to a debate, in which Messrs. Piorry, 
Bouillaud, and Beau took part. 

Mr. Piorry cannot recognise in exophthalmic goitre, a 
separate morbid entity, and does not therefore conceive that it 
needs a peculiar denomination or calls for any special treat- 
ment. If goitre, exophthalmos, or palpitations are present, 
they should be. treated according to the usual rules of 
practice. 

We elsewhere mentioned that Mr. Bouillaud considers. the 
disease as a form of chloro-aneemia, in the production of which 
onanism is directly concerned, an opinion it is unnecessary to 
revert to. 

Mr. Bouillaud contends as far as possible with the cause, 
and endeavours to remove its disastrous results by the exhibi- 
tion of chalybeates, and by hydropathy, which he deems the 
most invigorating of all methods of treatment ; in this estima- 
tion the learned reporter fully concurs. 

Mr. Beau refers Grave's disease to a general cachectic or 
chloro-anemic condition of the system, exceptionally cha- 
racterised by two predominant symptoms,—viz., bronchocele 
and exophthalmos. This theory agrees with Mr. Hiffelsheim’s 
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views, and Mr. Beau adduced in illustration several cases from 
which we select the following : 

A lady, who had no private fortune, and was married to a 
gentleman holding an important post under King Louis- 
Philippe’s government, was reduced by the Revolution of 1848 
to the utmost distress ; the exophthalmic cachexia soon made 
its appearance. 

A lady deprived of the greater part of her income by a series 
of vexatious law-suits, became affected in a similar manner. 

A Russian lady passionately attached to her husband, of 
whom she was extremely jealous, was much grieved at a 
temporary separation from him, and presented symptoms of 
exophthalmos ; the disease resisted every measure of treat- 
ment until the return of her husband to Paris, when chaly- 
eates were exhibited and marked improvement followed ; but 
circumstances having rendered another separation necessary, 
ferruginous preparations ceased to produce any good effects, 
and a relapse took place. 

The daughter of a Paris tradesman, disappointed in her 
hopes of marrying a young man to whom she had long been 
engaged, was also attacked with the disease. 

Mr. Beau opines that these instances distinctly point to the 
co-operation of mental causes in the production of the malady 
it would, however, be rash to assert that the affection can be in- 
duced by grief alone. With regard to treatment, the learned 
member conceives that the measures likely to be serviceable, 
must merely consist in strictattention to the rules of hygiene, 
and that the various remedial agents hitherto recommended — 
must prove utterly unavailing, unless the causes of mental 
distress which have given rise to the symptoms, are discovered 
and removed. 


Arr, 6306, (420) - 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Arr 6306. Hygiene Alimentaire des Malades, des Conva- 
lescents et des Valétudinaires, ou du Régime envisagé comme, 
moyen Thérapeutique. (The diet of the sick, convalescent 
and valetudinarians, or diet considered in its therapeutic 
aspects.) By LT. B. Fonssagrives, M.D., Physician-in-Chief 
of the Navy. (a) | 


Six years have barely elapsed since Mr. Fonssagrives pre- 
sented the public with his Treatise on Naval Hygiene, a work 
which was indebted for its popularity to the fact that it satis- 
fied the requirements created by the radical changes intro- 
duced by modern science into the details of maritime life. 
The book was deemed by the Institute deserving of a 
prize ; it has been translated into several languages, and has 
earned for its author numerous distinctions ; we can, there- 
fore, readily conceive that Mr. Fonssagrives, encouraged by 
this brilliant and legitimate success, should have been induced 
to venture on another publication. The exponents of prophy- 
lactic hygiene are, doubtless, numerous; but therapeutic 
hygitne still affords sufficient scope for useful and honourable 
exertion. 

“My purpose in the present volume,” says Mr. Fonssagrives 
in his introductory remarks, “is to draw up an analytical 
summary of the resources supplied to medical practice by 
diet, as a principal or an accessory remedial agent, as a means 
of satisfying the indications of convalescence, and as a pre- 
servative against the sufferings and perils of habitual bad 
health. . . . I shall have fully attained my object. if, 
without detracting from the utility of the pharmacopceia, 
T succeed in demonstrating that, from hygiene, and more es- 
pecially from diet, the therapeutist can derive instruments of 
unquestionable power, and, in this respect, borrow with much 
advantage from the old practice of medicine. Without servile 
assent to the doctrines handed down by tradition, it is well, 
in our attempts at progress, now and then to revert to them 
in order to gather strength, without which our efforts would 
be inefficient, and judgement, failing which they must end in 
deception. The future prospects of therapeutics are involved 
in the close union of the science of hygiene with the know- 
ledge imparted by the materia medica.” 

The work is divided into four sections : the first is devoted 
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to a description of the various elements of diet; the second 
to the different modes of administration ; the third treats of 
the physiological and morbid circumstances which influence 
the practitioner’s conduct ; and in the fourth will be found an | 
estimation of the different regimens separately considered. 

It was difficult to display much originality in the chap- 
ters consecrated to the pharmaceutic preparation of food, al- 
though they occupy the greater part of the volume. The 
second section supplies us with interesting and hitherto un- 
published details on the subject of hospital diet. The third 
division of the book presented difficulties of no common 
order ; indeed, in a subject of this kind, so numerons are the 
exceptions that it is almost impossible to lay down rules. The 
author, however, lays stress on the administration of food in 
typhoid fever, and indulges in a pointed criticism of the sys- 
tematic tendencies which, in this affection have led practi- 
tioners to the most opposite extremes, from entire abstinence 
from food to absolute and compulsory cramming. 

We must acknowledge our partiality for the fourth division 
of the work, which fully displays the eminent practical turn 
of the authors mind. Variety in diet is conducive to health ; 
the long-continued use of a single article of food induces 
lasting changes in the process of nutrition, modifies the 
chemical operations of secondary assimilation, and alters the 
plasma itself, or formative organic element in its nature and 
constitution. Mr. Fonssagrives distinctly points out the 
benefits which may, in this respect, be conferred on thera- 
peutics by a judicious management of diet, in various dis- 
couragingly obstinate forms of organic disease, and his remarks 
will doubtless lead to a correct appreciation of measures which, 
so far from excluding medicinal intervention, lend it, on the 
contrary, the most powerful aid. 

Thus, abstinence from food may be considered as the most 
active agent of depletive treatment. The author inquires into 
the principal applications of abstinence from fluids, whether 
resorted to for the purpose of checking natural or morbid se- 
eretions, of promoting the absorption of serous effusions, or of 
drugs, and finally as the chief remedy for syphilis amongst 
the Arabs. He then expatiates on vegetarian diet in its 
different aspects, and on its utility in gout and gravel; on 
animal diet and its importance in diabetes, chrome diarrhea, 
rachitis, and cancer; on the efficacy of lacteal diet in dropsy 
and organic disease; on milk considered as an excipient of 
medicinal agents—for instance, goat’s milk medicated with 
chlorine and administered in consumption. The researches of 
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Mr. Labourdette on this subject, and the whey cure which we 
described in our notice of Mr. E. Carri¢re’s work, are also alluded 
to in the fourth section of this volume, which teems with in- 
teresting and instructive matter, and alone would secure the 
success of Mr. Fonssagrive’s new publication. 


Art. 6307. Conférences sur 0 Empirisme faites a la Faculté 
de Médecine de Paris (Lectures on Empiricism, delivered at 
the School of Medicine of Paris) by Professor Trousseau. 


An association was formed upwards of thirty years ago, by 
former pupils of the Polytechnic School, for the purpose of 
imparting gratuitous instruction to workmen. Lectures are 
delivered on Sundays at the School of Medicine, and the co- 
operation of the professors most eminent in science, literature, 
manufactures and fine arts, is solicited in furtherance of the 
objects of the Institution. Mr. Trousseau, on the 18th and 
24th of May, lent his aid to this popular undertaking, and 
the two lectures which he delivered on the subject of Hm- 
prricism, carefully revised by himself, are now edited by Mr. 
A. Delahaye. (a) 

Mr. Trousseau did not choose his text, but accepted that 
which was selected by the Directors as most suitable to the 
audience. The Professor defined Empiricism: Huperiment 
unconnected with theory, and divided the subject into two 
sections : in the first, he described legitimate empiricism, and 
explained its origin, procedures, and purpose; he adverted, in 
the second, to mischievous empiricism and quackery, one of 
the most disgraceful of social evils. 

When man originally became a prey to disease, the first 
remedies he resorted to were obviously suggested by hygiene. 
Fatigue pointed out the necessity of repose, thirst was 
assuaged with water, and the burning heat of the skin was 
cooled in baths. ‘These curative measures were instinctively 
adopted, and accident soon multiplied their number and came 
to the assistance of hygiene. Accident—mere accident—tre- 
vealed the medicinal virtues of the cinchona bark, of saffron, 
iron, iodine, and sulphur. On the portals of the temple of 
Esculapius were suspended tablets bearing the names of the 
medicines applicable in each disease, and useful receipts were 
thus communicated to the people. Such was the first rough 
and elementary form of empiricisin ! 

“We must theorise,” said Mr. Trousseau, “in spite of our- 
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selves; such is the construction of the human mind, that its 
efforts to avoid mere speculation are fruitless. If, instead of 
two facts, I am in possession of four, of six, of ten, the mere 
instinctive working of my mind and faculties compels me to 
compare, separate, combine, in short, to judge. Now, ana- 
lytical medicine is founded on facts, supplied by accident ; 
hence empiricism rises in our estimation, because inductive 
reasoning leads to more extended knowledge. 

“The Indian teaches that cinchona bark cures ague ; the 
physician ascertains and accepts the fact, and cannot help 
inquiring whether this remedy, which is so active in one perio- 
dical affection, may not possibly be equally useful in other 
diseases in which a periodical tendency is observable, an 
inquiry which leads to the cure of excruciating neuralgia. 

“Let us pursue this theme, which admits of many illus- 
trations ; the same principle enlightens us on other points. 

“This new fact, neuralgia, consists of two elements perio- 
dicity and pain. The former cinchona removes, the latter sub- 
sequently abates. Hence, by a natural transition, arises the 
idea of testing the efficacy of thesame medicine in an essen- 
tially painful, but not periodical disease. It is exhibited in 
acute rheumatism, in which pain is the predominant symp- 
tom, anda cure is effected. 

“ An immense interval, doubtless, separates the crude notion 
transmitted to us two hundred years ago by the Indian, from 
the exhibition of sulphate of quinine in rheumatic fever ; and 
yet these ideas are distinctly generated by each other, by a 
process which may be termed inductive experiment. Empiri- 
cism thus arises from experiment, but in which accident has a 
far smaller share than the physicians’ intellect. 

“Sponge cures bronchocele. In 1821, Mr. Courtois dis- 
covers the presence of iodine in sponge : may not the cure of 
gottre be referrible to this new substance? With prudent 
caution it is tried, and bronchocele is cured by the use of pre- 
parations of iodine. 

“But gottre is a tumour; may not other tumours likewise 
yield? The attempt is made, and glandular swellings dis- 
appear. 

Here is syphilis, a dire affection, in which the bones ‘suffer. 
The same experiment is repeated ; the medicine which proved 
efficacious in bronchocele and glandular swelling is again 
exhibited with the best effects, and one ot the noblest con- 
quests of modern therapeutics is achieved.” 

It is difficult, without reproducing them 7n extenso, to give an 
idea of lectures of this description. We must confine ourselves 
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to one more quotation from the second conference, in 
which mischievous empiricism was the text. The follow- 
ing anecdote derives a twofold interest from the name of 
Béranger, and from the quaint and racy style of Mr. Trousseau’s 
familiar oratory : 

“In 1848,” said the Professor, “ Béranger suffered from 
trifling ophthalmia, which was cured by Bretonneau ; but 
Béranger read and laboured a great deal, and suffered a relapse. 
He then consulted a Polish priest, who was reported to possess 
a secret for the cure of diseases of the eyes. I was at that 
period president of the jury for the reception of Officiers de 
Santé. As the police had a crow to pluck with the reverend 
Pole for some eyes he had inadvertently destroyed, he was 
desirous of acquiring a legal right to practise, and called on our 
national poet to ascertain whether, through his influence, he 
might not be admitted as Officier de Santé, and thus continue 
to blind his confiding patients without impertinent interfer- 
ence. Béranger applied to me, and said, “Pray oblige me, 
and do your best for this poor fellow ; he devotes his attention 
to diseases of the eyes only, and although I am aware that the 
examinations involve all the branches of the healing art, be 
merciful, for my sake. He is a political refugee, and has cured 
me ; that, surely, is the strongest recommendation.” J replied, 
“send me your friend.” The Pole accordingly made his appear- 
ance. “You are recommended to me,” said I, “by a man 
whom [I am most anxious to oblige ; he is the dearest of my 
friends—moreover, his name is Béranger, and that is far more. 
I have spoken to two of my colleagues, who have promised to 
do their best for you ; but the examinations are public, and it 
is, perhaps, prudent to conceal as much as possible our 
long ears. That, surely, is not asking too much.” I con- 
tinued: “Come, I will be indulgent, and will question you 
myself on anatomy, and it will be an casy matter for you to 
know as much about the matter as myself. My theme shall 
be the eye.” 

At this, my friend appeared somewhat discomposed. I pyro- 
ceeded: “You are doubtless acquainted with the eye ?’— 
“ Perfectly.” “You are aware of the existence of the lid ?”?— 
“Yes.” ‘You have some notion of the cornea?’ He stam- 
mered. “The pupil?”—Oh! yes, sir, the pupil, I know 
that.”——“ Can you deseribe the lens, the vitreous humour, the 
retina ?’—“ No, sir; what use would such knowledge be to 
me? I merely profess to treat diseases of the eyes.” I said: 

[ assure you, my dear sir, that it might be of some use, and 
I further beg to inform you that it is almost necessary that 
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you should have some vague idea of the existence of the lens, 
especially if, as I am told, you sometimes operate for cataract.” 
—“J never operate for cataract.” “ But suppose it should 
occur to you to do so? It was impossible to extract from 
his reverence anything like a rational answer. The wretch 
wished to practise ocular surgery without the most elementary 
notion of the structure of the eyes. 

Tecalled on Béranger, and told him my story. Béranger 
exclaimed, “But, the poor fellow I said: “My dear 
Béranger, I have for eight years attended you without a fee ; 1 
now claim one.” — What fee ?” inquired the poet.—* You shall 
write a song dedicated to myself, and I will supply you with 
the burden.” —“ Indeed! Well, what shall be the burden 2” 
“Ah! que les gens Pesprit sont bétes ! The matter was thus 
settled between us, and he never again alluded to the Polish 
priest. 
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MISCELLANEA. 


The Dean of the Faculty of Medicine has forwarded the 
following report to the Minister of Public Instruction and 
Worship : 

‘Mr. Le Ministre, 

“Since I have been placed, by a signal mark of the 
Emperor’s confidence, at the head of the School of Medicine 
of Paris, I have reflected on the measures best calculated to 
extend and complete the tuition in that school. 

“Students on whom the Faculty will one day confer the 
Degree of M.D., have a right to expect full instruction in all 
branches of science. 

“The earnest desire of the Faculty is to attract and pre- 
serve its pupils. Faithful to its old reputation, it is animated 
by the noble ambition to be considered a centre of intellec- 
tual activity, attractive to students and physicians from all 
countries; the instruction imparted within our walls must 
therefore meet all requirements; it must be both brilliant 
and multiplied, and be at the same time general and special. 

“ General instruction is, it is true, liberally imparted by 
professors of unquestionable eminence, but with regard to 
lectures on special subjects, a desideratum exists, which it is at 
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once desirable and easy, to satisfy without, in any respect, 
modifying the fundamental organisation of the Faculty. 

“In confiding to the Fellows of the Faculty, attached to 
the hospitals of Paris as physicians or surgeons, the task of 
lecturing on the special branches of Medical Science, the 
University will avail itself of their learning, experience, and 
talents for tuition, and strengthen, by complemental lectures, 
the practical study of a long and difficult art. 

“'The number and nature of these complemental courses, 
which the minister can always transmute into common pro- 
fessorships, will vary with the requirements of the school, 
and the progress of science. 

“T remain, Mr. le Ministre, &e., 

Raver.” 


In compliance with the above Report, and conformably to 
the opinion of the Vice-Rector of the Academy, the Minister 
of Public Instruction and Worship, has issued the following 
decree. 

Art. 1.—Complemental lectures, on subjects connected with 
practical medicine, shall be delivered at the School of Medi- 
cine, of Paris. 

Art. 2.—The auxiliary tuition shall consist of the following 
courses : 


Clinical lectures on cutaneous diseases. 

. Clinical lectures on syphilitic diseases. 

Clinical lectures on infantile diseases. 

Clinical lectures on mental and nervous diseases. 

. Clinical lectures on ocular diseases. 

Clinical lectures on diseases of the urinary passages. 


aoe oboe 


Art. 3.—Fellows of the Faculty, being also physicians or 
surgeons of hospitals, shall be appointed to these profes- 
sorships. 

Art. 4.—They shall be appointed by the Minister for a 
period of three years, and chosen from a list of two candi- 
dates presented by the Faculty. 

For the year 1862-3, the nomination shall be made directly 
by the Minister. 

Art. 5.—Provision for the payment of the indemnities, to 
be awarded to the new professors, shall be subsequently made, 
without any fresh appeal to the budget of the Ministry of 
Public Instruction. 


— By Ministerial Decree, dated August 16, the following 
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gentlemen have been appointed to the supplemental profes- 
sorships : 

Diseases of the eyes, Mr. Follin. 

Mental diseases, Mr. Laségue. 

Diseases of the urinary passages, Mr. Voillemier. 

Syphilitic diseases, Mr. Verneuil. 

Cutaneous diseases, Mr. Hardy. 

Infantile diseases, Mr. Roger. 


— At a recent meeting of the Academy of Sciences, an 
important paper, by Dr. Lefevre, was presented by Mr. 
Chevreul, who introduced it with some remarks from a report 
of his own, addressed in 1841, to the minister of Marine, on 
the distilled water produced in the apparatus of Messrs. 
Peyre and Rocher. In his paper, Dr. Lefevre shows, that 
distilled sea-water, which is often drunk by the sailors, occa- 
sionally gives rise to the symptoms of painter’s colic, in con- 
sequence of the lead contained in the distilling apparatus. 
It would appear that the steam generated during distillation, 
absorbs leaden particles, in passing through the worm, which 
is soldered with an alloy of tin and lead. The liquid, before 
being served out to the crew, should therefore be tested with 
hydro-sulphuric acid, and if found to contain lead, be filtered 
through charcoal. The disease known in warm latitudes, 
under the denomination of dry colic, is, according to Dr. 
Lefevre, genuine painter’s colic, resulting from the presence 
of lead in the cooking utensils, and also from the paint used 
on board French ships, while English vessels enjoy a perfect 
immunity from the disease. he author further remarks, 
that this affection is also due to the fact, that wine is allowed 
to the French sailors, and more commonly the acid wines of 
certain parts of France, which are more or less impregnated 
with lead. 


— We published in a former number, (Art. 5820), an in- 
teresting letter from Dr. O. B. Knode, of St. Joseph, (Mis- 
souri), on the efficacy of veratrum viride, or American helle- 
bore, in the treatment of inflammatory disease. Dr. H. Cut- 
ter, (Mass.) has recently published on the same subject a 
pamphlet, from which we gather the following facts, in every 
respect confirmative of Dr. Knode’s assertions. 

The tincture of the root of the American hellebore, is the 
most eligible preparation, and when administered in doses, 
varying according to the age of the subject, between 2 and 8 
minims every two or three hours, causes the pulse to fall in 
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health from 80 to 40 or 50 pulsations per minute, and from 
140 or 150 to 60 or 70 in high arterial excitement. When 
the dose is large or frequently repeated, nausea and vomiting 
soon follow, and a sense of general refrigeration is induced, 
together with weakness in the muscles and inability to con- 
trol their movements. These symptoms are promptly re- 
lieved by opiates and wine. The medicine should not be 
exhibited in gastric inflammation, or in asthenic states of the 
system, except in combination with alcoholic stimulant. Dr. 
Gutter adduces seven cages of pneumonia, peritonitis, pleuritis, 
traumatic fever, &c., in which the special action of the drug 
is fully illustrated. Samples of the medicine have been 
placed at the disposal of several physicians of the Paris hospi- 
tal, who will test and report on its therapeutical powers. 


_ The Governor-General of Algeria has decided that six 
young natives of the tribes of the military territory shall be 
admitted to the school of Medicine at Algiers. On leaving 
the establishment, those young gentlemen will be employed as 
native doctors in the different provinces of the colony. ‘The 
admissions are to take place after an examination before a 
special commission, presided over by the Director of the 
School of Medicine. 


— The Gazette des Hopitaue published on the 21st 
August the particulars of a case of ovarian excision performed 
with entire success by Professor Nélaton. No untoward 
accident intervened on this occasion to mar the results of the 
eminent surgeon’s praiseworthy perseverance. Mrs. T., aged 
forty-one, underwent the operation on the 9th of July in her 
own house at Montrouge. The ligatures were removed on 
the 16th, the secretion from the wound ceased on the 26th, 
and the next day she was permitted to rise. When Dr. 
d’Heuzle—Mrs. I'’s usual medical attendant—published the 
case, forty days had elapsed since the removal of the tumour, 
and the patient’s health was excellent. 


— The popularity acquired in England by Wood's sub- 
cutaneous injections, which Dr. Béhier introduced into prac- 
tice in France, seems to have almost, if not altogether, 
waned. This transition from enthusiasm to indifference is not 
a new phenomenon on this side of the Channel, but it is much 
to be regretted ; and we deem it a duty to recall the attcn- 
tion of the Profession to a procedure which has again proved 
beneficial in Germany, in a case of eclamptic convulsions, 
related by the Gazette Hebdomadaire. 
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“ A woman who had safely been delivered of twins, was 
seized with eclampsia two days after labour, immediately 
before which the urine had been tested and was found to 
contain albumen. [vaporating applications to the head, 
leeches to the mastoids, and two enemas containing respec- 
tively thirty and forty drops of laudanum were prescribed, 
but without benefit. A third attack was followed by alarming 
coma. Three subcutaneous injections were then performed, 
containing a dose of bimeconate of morphia, equivalent to 
fifteen drops of laudanum. The symptoms gradually sub- 
sided, and at last disappeared altogether.” 


— Congenital club-foot can seldom, after the age of 
eighteen or twenty, be cured by mechanical appliances, or 
even by an operation. This proposition, though generally 
true, admits of exceptions ; and Mr. Ferdinand Martin adduced 
a case in point ata recent meeting of the Society of Surgery : 

In 1825, Antoine Dubois was preparing to amputate the 
leg in the case of a man aged thirty-three, affected with 
congenital falipes equinus of the most aggravated descrip- 
tion. Mr. F. Martin had been requested by the illustrious 
operator to prepare a wooden leg for the patient, and on exa- 
mination he ascertained that the great toe rested on the 
ground on its dorsal surface, that the other toes were forced 
back, excoriated, and suppurating, and even that the fifth toe 
had fallen away into the patient’s shoe. Despite these un- 
promising appearances, Mr. Martin attempted the straighten- 
ing of the foot, which he succeeded in effecting with an 
appropriate apparatus. The distorted extremity was restored 
to its natural form, and henceforth the patient was enabled to 
walk with perfect ease on the sole of his foot. 


— The France Médicale states that the number of suicides 
which have taken place in France during the present century 
is not inferior to two hundred thousand. This estimate is 
even perhaps below the truth, as complete statistical weturns 
have been supplied only since the year 1836. From 1836 to 
1852, 52,126 instances of suicide are on record, being an 
annual average of 3,066. In 1858, 3,050 persons (853 
women and 2,107 men) committed self-destruction ; and in 
1859, the last year of which the statistics have been published, 
. 8,899 suicides were registered—viz., 842 women, and 3,057 

men. 


— The Revue de Thérapeutique Medico-Chirurgicale relates 
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a case observed in London, in which the poisoning symptoms 
induced by mushrooms, and the subsequent comatose con- 
dition were relieved by the use of enemas of coffee, prescribed 
by Dr. O'Connor. 


— We described in a recent number (Art. 6239), a new 
method of linear cauterisation, invented by Dr. Amussat. A 
few days ago, an opportunity was offered to us of judging by 
inspection, together with Dr. Carteau, of the results of the 
operation referred to on that occasion. The tumour is now 
replaced by a linear scar, and no trace whatever remains of the 
original disease. 


— Dr. Tanquerel des Planches, formerly an interne of the 
hospitals of Paris, a laureate of the Academy of Sciences, &c., 
has recently died at the age of fifty-three, at his country seat 
m the department de la Mayenne. 

Dr. Tanquerel des Planches was the author of a much 
esteemed work on Suturnine Diseases. 


— We are likewise informed of the demise of Messrs. 
Aufort, Lallemand, of Le Havre, and Dr. Thomas, Surgeon of 
the 79th Regiment of Infantry. 


For the articles not signed, 


H. Cuattuovu, Chief Editor. 
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CAPSULES AND VEGETALE INJECTION OF MATICO. 


Rapid and extraordinary cures of recent and chiefly of old cases of Gonor- 
rhea. Has been tried in all the Hospitals of Paris, and found superior to the 
preparations of Copaiva, Cubebs, &c., &c., and to metallic injections. 


The Capsules contain the essential oil of Matico, combined with Copaiva, 
and are made of pure Gluten. By this combination the Copaiva is completely 
disinfected and remlered harmless for the stomach and bowels. Dose :—8-16 
for the day.—The injection is a saturation of distilled water with Matico, and 
is used twice or three times a-day. 

Wholesale Depot in London: Francis Newbery and Sons, 45 St. Paul’s 
Church yard ; Pereau, 11 Moorgate street, H.C. Apply by letter. 


Retail in Dublin: Bewley and Evans, Sackville street ; Boyd and Goodwin, 
6 Merrion row, Stephen’s green. Grimault and Co., Chemists, 7 Rue de la 
Feuillade, Paris. 


SI nee 
pouR BAINS HYGIENICQUES, 
RESOLUTIFS; STIMULANTS 
After many successive experiments at the Hospital St. Antoine, by M. Aran ; 
at the Hépital Lariboisitre, by M. J. Pelletan; at the Maison Municipale 
de Santé, by MM. Monod, Vigla, and Demarquay ; at the Hopital des Enfants, 
by MM. Blache, Guersant, and Gillette ; at the Hospice de Bicétre, by MM. 
Duplay, Leger et Marcé; at the Hopital St. Louis, by MM. Cazenave, Hardy, 
and Bazin; at the Hépital du Midi, by MM. Puche et Bauchet ; at the Asile 
Imperial de Vincennes, by M. Laborie, and by a great many physicians of the 
armies, among whom whom we must remark MM. Bonnafont, Delmas, de 
Foussagrives, de Santi, and Mounier, it has been easy to prove in all seasons 
the satisfactory results of this thermal treatment, which is as agreeable as 
cheap, being applied at various degrees for ‘he eure of the following diseases : 
1. Impoverishment of the blood; 2. General weakness; 3. Obstructions 
in the liver; 4. Inertness of the muscles cr nerves; 5. Irritation of the 
digestive organs; 6. Periodical irregularities ; 7. Diseased state of the skin 
without fever. ss 

Wholsale Depét at Pennes, Pharmacien, a Paris, Rue de la Sorbonne, 4; 

et Rue des Ecoles, 99. 

Depot at London, at Jozeau’s, 49 Haymarket. 
Pay attention to the following Stamp made to prevent the counterfeits. 











Prices vary in proportion to charges for carriage: 1 fr. 10 ¢. per dose, 
delivered in Paris; 1 fr. 25 c. forthe departments of France; and from 
1 fr. 50 c. to 2fr. 50 e. beyond France, package and carriage included. 


N.B.—By evaporating a great part of the water contained in the crystals of 
this salt, 1 have succeeded in condensing its volume without impairing its 
force, and thus insuring its preservation and making it lighter for carriage or 
exportation. Consequently it will be necessary to specify in all orders 
whether ordinary or concentrated doses are required. 
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